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OTKPUBABE CIIOMEH KOCTYPHUIIE ¥
CYPAYJIMLIH 1924. TOTAHE™

Caxerak: [[mwp ucTpaknBama jecTe peKOHCTpyKnHuja norahaja Koju cy
o0eleXXuiI YMH OTKpUBama U ocBemrTama Cromen-kamnene y Cypaynuuu 24.
aBrycra 1924. rogune. 3060r HemocTaTKa MPUMAPHUX UCTOPH]CKUX M3BOPA YHjU
je HecTaHak AMPEKTHA IMOcJenuiia MOHOBJbeHe Oyrapcke okymuuje y pyrom
CBETCKOM paTy, NHTalke W3Tpailbe U OTKpUBama cypayinuke CroMmeH-
KOCTYpHHIIE Kao cuMmOoisia cTpanama cprckor jyra (1915-1918) y uctopuorpa-
¢uju HUuje nerasbHO oOpaheHo. KpuTtuukom aHaIM30M TEKCTOBA Yy CPIICKUM JHE-
BHUM HOBUHama Bpeme, Ilpasda, Ilonumuxa u Oyrapckum Mup wu Illpanopey
HACTOjaJI CMO Jia PACBETIMMO MCTOPUjCKE HEMO3HAHMIIC O HABEICHOM IMUTAMY.
HcTtpaxkuBame CMO CIIpOBeIH Ha KOpITyCy mTamiie mybmaukoBane ox 23. 1o 29.
asrycra 1924. Jenunania ananu3e OMO je CBAKM MMOjeIMHAYHH TEKCT KOJH 32 TEMY
uMa oTKpruBame CIIOMEH-KOCTYpHHIIE, Ka0 M CBEIOUYCHa CABPEMEHHUKA O jeTHOM
on HajBehux Oyrapckux 3mounHa [IpBor cBeTcKOr pata. Y pagy cy mpencTaBibe-
HE YMILCHHIIE O MpHUIpeMaMa JOKATHUX M JIPKaBHUX BJIACTH 33 CypAYJIHYKY
1epeMoHujy. TeKCT AOHOCH U MOJATKEe O 3BaHHUIIAMa, KOHAYHOM H3IJIEAY CIO-
MeH-00jeKTa, MPEHOCY MOCMPTHHUX OCTaTaKa CYpIyJHUYKUX >KPTaBa M3 MPUBpE-
MeHe Kpunrte y HoBousrpaheny CriomeH-rpoOHHMILy, a IPOCTOp je JaT U MpecTa-
BJbamby JoMahux MeujCcKUX Hamuca o OyrapckuM 3j10eI1Ma.

Kibyune peun: Cnomen-koctypuuna, Cypaynuia, Oyrapcka okymnamnuja,
mramna, [IpBu cBeTcku par.
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YBoaHo pazmarTpame

300r HemoryhHocTu aa npyxu edukacaH OTHOP BHIIECTPYKO OpOjHUJUM
cHarama lleHTpanHux cuiia Koje cy Haaupaje U3 BUIIE Mpasaia, Bojcka Kpasbe-
BuHe CpOwuje je y kacHy jeceH 1915. romuHe Omia mpuMopaHa Ha TIOBJIAYeHE Ka
octpBy Kpd. Teputopujy Cpbuje okymnupaie cy yapyKeHe aycTpoyrapcke, 0y-
rapcke u Hemauke Tpyne. Ha ocHoBy TajHOT 10r0OBOpa MOCTHTHYTOT 6. CENTEM-
opa 1915. romune wusmelly KpasseBune byrapcke m Hemauke mapesuHe,
Byrapckoj je HaKoH ciioma cpricke og0paHe oMOryheHO TepHTOPHjaTHO TPOIIN-
peme 3a oko 51.425 kBagpatHux kuiomerapa (Avramovski 1985, 169-170). [Tox
KOHTPOJIOM Oyrapckux Tpyma Kpajem jgeuemoOpa 1915. ronuHe Hanuia ce yuTapa
teputopuja jyrouctoune CpOuje u Bapaapckor aena Makenonuje. OBe kpajeBe
je 3BannmuHa Coduja aHekTHpasia M Ha HUMa oOpa3oBajia J[BE BOjHO-YIIpPaBHE
00J1aCTH — MOpPABCKy M MakeJoHCKy. CenuIilTe MOpPaBCKE BOJHO-WHCIIEKIIMOHE
obnactu 6mito je y Humry, a makenoncke y Crorsby. (CrojanueBuh 1988, 57).

TokoM Tporoauimke OKynauoHe ynpase y jyroucrounoj Cpouju, oyrap-
CKM BOJHHIM M KOMHUTE TOYHHWIM Cy HaJ CPICKUM HAapoJIOM HeOpojeHe
3nounHe. BapBapu3am okymaTopa 3amoyeo je joun 3a Bpeme OopOeHUX JiejcTaBa
1915. rogune kana cy yOujaHM CPIICKU 3apOOJbEHUIM U pameHULU. Tako je u3
neHTpaiHe Bojue 6onnuie y ltuny mo nagy oBor mecta Hectano 114 pamenu-
ka 0e3 Tpara. CiauaHa cyouHa 3anecuia je u rpymy ox 150-200 cprickux BOjHHU-
Ka KOjU Cy CBHUpETNO JUKBUAUpanu y Mecty Jbyboren Ha myTy [lTim — PagoBu-
Te W MHOTE Jpyre patHe 3apoOspeHmke. [Ipe mukBHmarwje 3apo0JbeHUIN Cy
JbaukaHu U MaiTperupanu. [loctyname ca mwuMa OHMIIO je y CYIpPOTHOCTH ca
paTHHM mpaBoM M oOuuajeM parta. (M3BemTaj mehycaBesHHMUke KOMHCH]E OJI-
pehene na koHcTaryje cBe moBpene Xaike KoHpepeHlMje W MelyHapoaHor
npasa yunsmeHe oj byrapa y 3ay3zeroj Cpouju og 1915—1918. rogune, beorpan
1919, 2).

Hakon ycrocraBipama Oyrapckor cucTeMa BJIacTH 3alodeo je oOpadyH U
ca [MBUJIHUM CPIICKUM CTaHOBHHUIITBOM. be3 MKaKkBOT CyJICKOT MOCTYIKa OKyTa-
TOp j€ XaIlCHO U JMKBUAUPAO CBEIITCHUKE, YyUUTEJbE, TPrOBIe, YNHOBHUKE, Ipa-
BHUKE W rpahaHe yuja je jearHa KpUBHUIA OWJIa TPUMIATHOCT CPIICKOM HAIHO-
HAJIHOM Kopiycy. YoujeHo je npeko 200 cBemreHux iuna Mely kojuma je omio
Y BUCOKHX I[PKBEHUX BEJUKOJIOCTOJHUKA IMOIYT CKOIICKOT MUTpomonuTa Buhen-
tuja Kpumnha kxoju je nukBunupan Ha nyty Ilpmspen — Ckomsse, Hernme y
Kagannukoj KIncypw, 1mocie 4yera Ccy er3eKyTOpH HEroB JIell caiuin. MoTuse
3a crpoBoleme 3I0UYMHAYKEe MOJIUTHKE Tpeba TPakuTH y HaMepu 00e3riIaBibU-
Bama CPIICKOT Hapojaa. BenukoOyrapcku BOjHU W TOJUTHYKH CTPAaTe3u OWIIU Cy
YBEpEHHU Ja OW ca YHUIITCHEM WHTEIIEKTyallHe U JyXoBHe enute, Cpbuma O6mo
JAKO HAMETHYT OyrapcKy HAalMOHAIHM WAEHTHTET. 300T Tora Cy ce NpBH Ha
yJapy OKyMalMOHUX BJIAaCTH HAILIN ynpaBo Bulenuju Cpou.
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HomaBum ca yoehemem na je tepuropuja jyrouctoune CpOuje 3ampaBo
Oyrapcka 3emsba Ha K0joj *HBe cTapu byrapu, okynarop je 3a0paHuo ynorpedy
CPIICKOT je3uKa, MIMEHa, CHMOO0JIa, IICMa U KIbUra. 3aTHpaHHU Cy CIIOMEHUIH U
TParoBU CPIICKE MPOILIOCTH, 3a0pamuBaHe Cy KIbUTE U OOroCiIyXema Ha CpI-
CKOM je3uKy, (ancudukoBaHu Cy 3allUCH W HATIUCH y MHOTHM ILIPKBama U Ma-
HACTHpUMa. YTIOPEIO ca MOJUTUKOM JecpOu3alje BPIICHO je HAaCUIHO HaMe-
Tambe Oyrapckor HalMOHAJIHOT ocehama. YMeCTO CPIICKHX IIKOJIA OTBAapaHa Cy
Oyrapcka yuwiminTa ymje je noxahame 6mio o6aBe3Ho. CTaHOBHUIITBO j€ TpHU-
CUJhaBaHO Ja y3Mme ydemrha y MaHudecTamnujama Oyrapckor marpuotusma. by-
rapcKy KIbM)KEBHUIM M HAYYHHIIN JpXKaii Cy IpeaaBama mupoM Ilomopasssa u
jyxue Cpbuje o ,,0yrapckom Kapakrepy’ MOMEHYTHX KpajeBa, JOK je yBohemeM
nopesa, peKBU3UIMja U JIPYTUX HaMeTa CTAaHOBHUINITBY, BpIICHA MaKCHMalIHa
eKOHOMCKa eKIuioaTtanuja nopoossene Cpouje. (M3Bemraj MelycaBesHHUKe KO-
MucHje ojpeheHe Aa KOHCTaTyje cBe MoBpelne Xallke KoH(pepeHLuje u
MehyHapoaHor mpaBa yuumeHe o byrapa y 3ayseroj Cpouju ox 1915—1918.
roaune, beorpax 1919, 2-8).

[1a umak, ynpkoc MakCHMaiiHOj aHTakoBaHOCTH byrapa, momutuka necp-
Ou3anuje HHUje JaBalsia )KeJbeHe pesynrTare. Joul y MpBUM MecelnuMma OKyTaluje
CPIICKM HapoJ je MpYKHO MacHUBaH OTIOp Oyrapusanuju, 1a Ou ce MOYETKOM
1917. roguHe macuBaH OTHOP TpPaHCHOPMHUCAO Yy OTBOPEHY OpYXkKaHy MOOYHY
(MnanenoBuh 2017, 10). YBuaesuu, na jyroucrounoj Cpouju He Mory 6e3 npu-
CHUJIe HAMETHYTH Oyrapcku KapakTep, OKyIallMOHE CHAre Cy ce Ompeeuiie aa
HAaCUJbEM M MAaCOBHUM 3JIOYMHUMA PEaIu3Hjy CBOj IHJb. Y TOM CMHCIY, 3a Bp-
nieme HajBehux 370/ena Biana u Bojuu Bpx KpasbeBune byrapcke ymorpedune
Cy perynapHe opyxaHe ¢opmaryje u Oyrapcke komure. Tepop u youjama Cpba
y BojaomHcnekmnmjckoj obmact MopaBa o kacHe jecenu 1915. rogunHe cBe 10
3aBpIIeTKa para MoCTaau Cy cBakomHeBuia. IloceOHO ce mo Opojy yOmjeHHx
Cpba u paznum cBupernoctuma byrapa nznsajana sapom Cypaynuna. Kopucte-
hu msroBop na moxammene Cpbe u3 Bpama, JleckoBua, Huma, Ilpokymsa,
I'munana, KymanoBa u apyrux kpajeBa Bojae y unrepHauujy myt Coduje, byra-
pu cy Cypaynuily u3adpaliu Kao MOJHIOH 3a IJbauKy M MAacOBHE €T3eKyIHje
nopo0JbEHOT IMBUIIHOT CTAaHOBHUINTBA. (Xayu-Bacumesuh 1922, 71).

ITo 3aBpmeTky pata m ociobohemy jyra CpOuje okrodpa 1918. romuue
BpIIEHAa Cy JeTajbHa HCTpaKMBamba OyrapcKuX 3JI0YMHA W HEMOYMHCTaBa Ha
npocropuma nogHo Bapnenuka m Yemepnuka. Mcra cy Bpummm kako nqomahu
TaKO U CTPaHU CTpyumanu. Ha OCHOBY ekcxymaruje JieleBa U3 MacOBHHUX I'po-
Oonuna y Omusunu Cypaynuie IBajapcku KpuMuHojor ap Apuubang Pajc je
M3HEO MOJIaTakK Ja Cy Ha TOM IpocTopy Oyrapcke Biactu youse oko 3000 Cpba,
JIOK je amepuuku HoBUHAap Bunmjam [pajTon Cypaynuily 0o3Hauvo Kao Hajehy
n~KIaHuIy” cprckor Haponaa. [lomanmum ca mupoBHe KoHbepeHuuje y Ilapuzy
(1919-1920) cBenmoue na je y Cypayauiu ca OKOJMHOM IMocTpaaano oko 6.000
CPIICKMX IHUBHWJIA, JOK ce mpema Hamazuma MunucrapctBa Bepa KpasbeBune
CXC nmomume mudpa o oxo 8.000 youjenux spynu. (Bopuh 2016, 124-125). ¥V
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CpIICKO] mTamnu nocie [IpBor cBeTCKOr para MOTIIM Cy C€ CPECTH U MOJAIH Aa
je Opoj CypAynHUYKHX CTpaJalHuKa MHOTO Behr 01 OHOT KOjH je mpuKas3aH y 3Ba-
HUYHO] CTaTHCTUIM U J1a ce npudmmkasa mudpu ox 10.000 mymu. ([Tonwmtuka,
28.06.1922). be3 003upa Ha pa3IuyUTe MOAATKE, HABEJIEHE YMIbEHUIIE HEABOC-
MUCJIEHO yKa3yjy na je Cypaynuna jeqHo ol Hajehux ryOmiIMimTa Cprckor Ha-
pona ca jyra Cpouje y Benukowm pary.

[To moBmauemy Oyrapckux Tpyma u ociobohemwy, rpahanu Cypaymuie cy
dopmupann Onbop 3a moauM3ame CIOMEHHKAa My4kd noyOujanuMm CpOuma
(1915-1918). Onbop je paaro Ha UCKOTaBamwy Teja CypAyJIHYKUX JKPTaBa, U Ha
o0e30ehuBamy cpeacTasa 3a u3rpaamy CroMeH Kamene ca KOCTYPHHIIOM Y KOjoj
Ou TpajHO OMJIM MOXpambEHU HUXOBU MOCMPTHH ocTaly. [IpBu mpuiior 3a usrpa-
Iy criomeHuka o1 170 HamoneoHa y 351aty npoHal)eH je MpuiIMKoOM eKCXyMallu-
je xkptaBa y oxenuma youjenux Cpba. YOp30 cy MOJAPIIKY y TMPUIO3UMa U Cy0-
BeHIIMjaMa 3a moau3ame CIOMEH-KOCTYHHUIIE U YEeTBOPOpa3peaHe TUMHA3Hje y
ciaBy noctpaganux Cpba npyxuiu rpahancTo, npkaBa u kpajb Anexcangap |
Kapahophesuh (Tpajxosuh 1983, 161-163). IIpojekar CriomMmeH KOCTypHHIIE ca
TUMHa3ujoM u3panuiu cy apxutekra [lerap J. [Tomosuh n Bacunuje AHapocos.
(My3sej Cpncke npaBocnaBhe npkse, OcraBuna Ilerpa J. Ilomosuha, uHB. Op.
7896). PamoBu Ha WEHOM MoOJu3amy 3amnodenu cy Ha BumoBman 1922. rogune
kana je ap MBan Pubap npenceanuxk Haponne ckynmrune KpameBune CXC y
MPUCYCTBY jeAHOr Opoja MUHHCTapa M HapOAHHMX MOCIaHHMKA TOJIOXHO KaMeH
temesball ([Jojunnosuh 2011, 44).

OtkpuBame CnioMeH-KOCTypPHHIIE

Bumerogumme anraxxoBame yianoBa Ox0dopa CypayJIndKuX poaosbyda y
ouyBamy cehama Ha XpTBe Oyrapckor tepopa cmpoBohenor Hag CpOuma u3
JY)KHUX CPIICKHX KpajeBa 3a BpeMe [IpBor cBeTCKOr paTa pe3yiaTHpalo je u3rpa-
JHOM M CBEYaHUM OTKpHBameM CHOMEH-KOCTYPHHUIIE W CIIOMEH TMMHasuje y
Cypaynunu. YnHy OTKpHBama 1 ocBeherma OBOT jeIMHCTBEHOT CIIOMEHUKA, YII-
pUIMYEHOM y Henesby 24. aBrycra 1924. ronuHe, NpucycTBOBAIN Cy Kpajb Auie-
kcangap | Kapahophesuh, kpassuiia Mapuja, natpujapx Jumutpuje [1aBaosuh u
NPEeJCTaBHUIM HAjBUILET JP)KaBHOI pyKoBojacTBa. IloceOHO je mpuMeTHO O6UII0
yuenrhe BeqMKor Opoja mopojuia xpraBa Oyrapckux 3nounHa. Tora gana Cyp-
TyJUIa je 1o00mIa CBOje CaKkpajTHO MECTO Koje je rpaljaHe jyrocioBeHCKe Kpabe-
BHHE 1ojicehalio Ha cTpalame BHINE XMJbaJla IMBHIIA yOUjEHUX jep Cy mpumaaa-
mu cprickoM Haponay (TpajxoBuh 1983: 166). Pagmmo ce o Ty HOj cBe4aHOCTH
Koja je Hocuia moceban 3Havaj 3a KpasseBuny CXC o uemy cy aBIyCTOBCKHX
nana 1924. ronuHe UCUpIHO M3BemTaBanu gomahu, anmu u Oyrapcku mTaMIaHu
MeEJTU]H.

IIpBu noroBopeHM TepMUH 3a OTKpuBame CIIOMEH Karele ca KOCTypHU-
oM 6o je yropak, 19. aBryct 1924. romuae. Onbop U JOKaTHE BIACTH BPIIHAIIE
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cy yOp3aHe mpuIpeMe jep ce OYSKHBao J0Ja3aK Kpajba, WIAHOBA BIAJE, MPE-
craBHMKa HapoaHe ckymmTuHe, OpOjHUX MMOCIaHUKA, TaTpHjapXa, MUTPOIIOIUTA
Bapnage, ennckona numkor Jlocureja, pekropa u npodecopa YHHBEpP3UTETa Y
beorpany, uranoBa MehyHapoane komucuje 3a uckonaBame Koctujy y Cypuay-
JIMIH, BOjcke, wianoBa Hapoane OnOpane u Apyrux rpahaHcKux yapyxema, Kao
Y BETMKOT Opoja MopoauIia )KpTaBa OyrapcKux 3JI0YMHA MOMYT CBEMITeHHKa J{1-
mutpuja Mujajinosuha ca cunom, Ceero3apa HeznesbkoBuha mosnaror omnaxHuapa
u3 JleckoBua u HBopha Tacuha neckoBadykor MPOCBETHOr pajiHUKA. 32 YYECHUKE
CBEYAHOCTH OWO je IIaHWpaH CIelujaiaH Bo3 u3 beorpama xojuMm Cy HajBHIIE
3BaHMIIe Tpebasne aa npucturHy y Biaanmanna Xan, 19. aBrycra y 06 gacosa yjy-
Tpy (Bpeme, 09.08.1924.). Y6p30 je mpBoOUTHA OJTyKa Ja ce OTKpuBame Crio-
MEH-KOCTYpHUIle 3BpIH 19. aBrycra n3MemeHa Ha ceiHuIM Biaae Kpabesune
CXC. Ha 3acenamy ox 10. aBrycra 1924. ronuHe Biiaja je ToHeNIa peuIekhe J1a ce
Ty’kHa cBeyaHocT y CypIy/IHii OJUIOKH 3a TMEeT JaHa U YIPUINYU Y Helelby 24.
asrycra (IIpaBaa, 11.08.1924.).

Youu HajaBibeHOT norahaja MHEBHU JTUCT Bpeme je mop HacioBoM [Ilped
ceeyanocmuma y Cypoyauyu mrammao mucmo npodecopa Ilerpa M. Mnmha y
KOjeM OBaj MPOCBETHH PaJIHUK, Kao caBpeMeHHK jaorahaja, mojaceha jaBHOCT Ha
Oyrapcka 3moaena u3 nepuoja Jpyror 6ankaHckor pata u Benukor para (1915 —
1918), mocebno anocrpodupajyhu Cypaynuiy, Jenamnuny u ApanoBy JOJIUHY
ko1 JleckoBIla Ka0 MECTa BEJIMKOT CTpajama U ,,cCpaMoTe Ha 00pa3y Oyrapckux
ynpaBibaya”. Y TEKCTY KOjH je YPEAHUIUTBY JIUCTA Bpeme ynyTHO Kao peakiujy
Ha nucame codujcke aqHeBHe mtamne Mnuh je u3Heo craB 1a ynpKoc CBUM 3710-
JieliiMa OKyTmaropa Koje ¢y JoKyMeHToBaiu Jip Apunbana Pajc, np JoBan Xayu-
BacusbeBuh, Jparnma Bacuh u Cperen JIuanh unak Bepyje y moryhHoCT n3mu-
pema CpICKOT W Oyrapckor Hapona, Koje je 1Mo HeMy H3BOIJBUBO MPOMEHOM
HapaBU M KapakTepa OyrapcKux Ap>KaBHUKA U MOJWTHYKUM BaCIHUTAKEM HApOAaA
y IyXy TIOMUPJBHUBOCTH M OpPAaTCKOT criopasyMmeBama (Bpeme, 22.08.1924.).

JIOK je Ip>kaBHO PYKOBOJCTBO BPLIKJIO MOCIEIIHE MPUIIPEME 32 YT IpemMa
Cypaynuia oBUM MUCMOM je nomaha jaBHOCT HakpaTKo mojaceheHa Ha cTpanama
Cpba Tokom Oyrapcke okynanuje jyrouctoune Cpouje. Beh y cyboty 23. aBryc-
Ta Kpasb ANleKcaHaap M Kpajbuiia Mapwuja cy kpeHynu u3 Tomone 3a MiameHo-
Ball, O/IaKJie Cy Yy BEUEpHHUM YacOBHMa JBOPCKMM BO30M HacTaBWiIM Ka Bia-
muanaoM Xany (IIpasna, 23.08.1924.). Hctora nana mo omrymu Biajae myT Cyp-
nynuie cy u3 beorpanga kpenynu u npeaceqHuk Biane Jbyoomup JlaBunosuh y
npaTHkH cBOT meda kabuHera r. Biajuha, MuHUCTap BOjHH M MOpHApUIIE TeHE-
pan CreBan Xayumh, munuctap nossonpuspene ®pan Kynosen u motnpenceiHuk
Hapogne ckymmtune JbyOomup bakuh (Bpeme, 23.08.1924; Ilpasna,
24.08.1924.).

Cypnymuna je 23. aBrycra, nmaH youn ocBehema CrioMeH KOCTYpHHUIIE H
ruMHasuje Ouia okuheHa TpoOojkama M LPHMM 3acTaBama. Y camoOj BapoIld
HaIpaBJbEH je CIAaBOJIyK HA KOjeM Cy 3JIaTHUM CJIIOBUMa UCIHCaHa UMEHa JIy0o-
JIOJIMHA, jaMa | IUKapa y KojuMa Cy OyrapcKy BOJHHUIIM M KOMHTE CBUPETIO yOHu-
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jamu u 3arpmaBanu CpOe TokoMm parta. ,,Bpna Peka, [lyOpaBa, CtojkoBa mryma,
INy6oka nonuna, Paguhesa 6apa, Kamudep, Bmamku /[o” cy mecra rie cy cBoje
JKUBOTE CKOHYAJIM MHOTHM CBEIUTEHMIIH, YUUTEIbH, CeJball, XKEeHe, Jela, CTapluu
U CBH KOjU Cy c€ MPOTUBMJIM MONUTUIM Oyrapusanuje. Henaneko on cnaBoiyka
Ha3upalu cy ce oOpHCH Kaleje YCIpaB/beHe y3 TMMHA3UjCKy 3rpajay Koja je 3a-
BpiuieHa jomr 1923. ronune. Mako HeocBehena, rumHasuja je oamax 1o 3aBpIieT-
Ky rpal)eBUHCKUX pajioBa OTIHOYeNa ca (PyHKIHMOHHCAkEM U Beh ce y B0oj LIKO-
noBaio 140 yuenuka y yetupu paspena. Ha npBom crpary ruMHasuje Hajlazuia
ce BeJIMKa CBEYaHa cajia, a y ’heHOM IPU3eMJbY YUHOHHMIA KOjy je Kpacuia reo-
rpadcka kapra Kpamesune CXC, u mpocTop 3a THMHAcTHKy. Kamena koja je
MOJUTHYTAa Y3 TUMHA3Mjy MMaja je MOIUIOYaHH O] UCIOJ KOjer Ce CHIIa3Hyo Y
KocTypHHILy. bro je To mpocTop HaMemeH 3a caxpaHy npoHal)eHHX MOCMPTHHUX
ocTaTaka CypAyJIHYKHX XKpTaBa. ['paljeme OBOT CIIOMEH-00jeKTa KOILITAO je
6nu3y aBa muwinona nauHapa. Oko 800.000 nquHapa 3a u3rpaamwy Aaja je Apxasa,
100.000 nuHapa MpUIIOKHO je Kpasb AJIEKCaHAAp, a OCTAaTaK je CaKyIJbEH O
noOpoBoJbHUX Tmpwiora Tpahana u mopomuna mnoctpaganux ([lonmurtuka,
24.08.1924.).

Ouekyjyhu nonmasak kpajba y BUXOBY Bapom CypIyiHyaHd Cy HOIHUIIIN
TpujyMdaaHy Kamujy Ha K0joj je mucaio: ,,JJoOpo HaM Jo11ao Hall MU Kpajby,
ocetutesby TpodoBa cBetux”’. (Ilonmutuka, 24.08.1924.). OcuM ap:kaBHOT PyKO-
BOJICTBA M MOJIUTHYKE €IIUTE MyT jyra je 23. aBrycra KpeHyo u narpujapx Jumu-
tpuje. Ilo oacmyxkemy cyboTme Cmere nuTypruje y Oeorpagckom CabopHOM
Xpamy OH C€ y MpPaTHhH BUCOKHX IPKBEHHUX BEIHMKOJIOCTOJHHKA YITyTHO 32 JIPEB-
HU rpaxa Ileh rae je y3 mornopy JIp’kaBHHX BJIACTH IUIAHMPAHO HETOBO YCTO-
miuerse.! Ha ToM 1yTy npBa nmatpujapxosa ctarnna 6una je Cypayauma. Y moj
j€ ca CBEmTEHCTBOM Tpebaso /1a YNHOJIEjCTBYj€ Ha MPEHOCY MMOCMPTHUX OCTaTa-
Ka CypIyJTUYKHX KPTaBa U3 MpUBpeMeHe y HoBousrpaleHy CrioMeH-KOCTYPHUILY
u oceehemwy ucre. OBaj norahaj 610 je TeMa MHOTHX JTHEBHUX JINCTOBA. Y HajaBU
CBEYAaHOCTH IHEBHHU JHCT Bpeme je 00jaBuo IloMEHHMK 3HAaHUX CypAYITHYKUX
XKpTaBa Oyrapckor Tepopa ca OCHOBHUM WH(oOpMaldjamMa O BbHMa, a OTOM je
KOHCTaTOBAO JIa CPIICKU HApOJ FTOTOBO Ja HEMa BEJIMKUX O0elieKkaBama Kao ITO
UX MMajy JIpyTd HapoJau KojuMa UCTopHja HUje Ouna mahexa, Beh cy My MHore
CBEYAHOCTH TY’KHE U TparndyHe nomyt cypryianuke (Bpeme, 24.08.1924.).

HajaBibyjyhu ocBeheme Criomen o0jexra y Cypmymunu et [loaumuka je
24. aBrycra 1924. roquae 00jaBHO W3BOJ] M3 U3BEIITaja O OyrapcKuM 3710eTnMa
npodecopa J03aHCKOT YHUBep3uTeTa ap Apunbania Pajca moguetor 18. nemnem-

! Mutpomnomut 6eorpancku i apxuermckon Cpouje Iumutpuje [asmosuh nsa6pan je 1920. romuse 3a
narpujapxa yjeaumene CpIicke MpaBociaBHE LpkBe. 300r BpeMeHa MOTPEOHOT 3a peopraHu3alldjy
CIIL] HakoH yjeAnmeHha MOKPAjUHCKUX LPKBEHUX OpraHU3alija y jeAMHCTBEH UPKBEHH CHCTEM, YCTO-
mmdese narpujapxa Jumutpuja o6asiseHo je y Ilehkoj marpujapimuju 4eTHpy rognHa HaKOH EHETOBOT
n3bopa. Ceern Apxujepejcku Cabop je 3acemao 26-27. aBrycra 1924, a uuH ycTONHYCHA je 3a1104€0
MPa3HUYHUM OOTOCITYXEHEM KOjeM je MPHCYCcTBOBao U kpasb Anekcannap I Kapahophesuh (ITmnmumno-
Buh, 2020: 40-41).
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Opa 1918. rogune. Y u3BemITajy MBajIacki KPUMUHOJIOT HaBOJIU KaKO j& JTMYHO
u y3 nmomoh Oyrapckmx JOoKyMeHaTa yTBpauo na je y Cypaynunu yOujeHo u3-
Mely Be W TpW XWJbaJlle IMBUJIA U3 Pa3HUX KpajeBa OKymHpaHe 3eMibe. Mehy
KpTBama je, MpeMa HEerOBHUM HCTPAXMBAabUMa, OUJIO M JKMBO 3aKOMAHUX JbYAU
KOjU Cy Y jamMama KaMeHOBaHM W 3aTpraBaHu. Omiyke o yOujamy JOHOIIEHE Cy
onMax, a yOucTBa Cy BpIlIeHa Ha JIMITy MECTa o1 KOHTposioM noceore Komucuje
Ha 49HjeM je deiry OMo IMmyKOBHUK Oyrapcke Bojcke Ctojan JypkoB. YOujanu cy u
Temku OonecHunu. Jomn je mpema PajcoBuM HaBoamma cenamieceT JbyOH W3
Cypaynuiie ”HTEpHUPAHO, IB€ CTOTHHE Milajnha perpyToBaHo 3a Oyrapcky Boj-
CKy, a CBE LITO je uMaJjio OMI0 KakBy Behy BpeHOCT OTUMAHO j€ OJ] LIUBUIHOT
CTaHOBHHIITBA. YHHUINITaBaHE Cy CPIICKE KIUTe U crioMeHuIr. CpIicka LpKBa je
IpEeTBOpEHa y IIM3MATHUYKy, a CPICKO CTAHOBHHUINTBO je OWJIO MPUCHIBEHO Ja
paau 6e3 HakHazae o npeTkhoM cMphy (I[Tonmurtuka, 24.08.1924.).

Nmajyhu y Buay Tako Benmke oOpuce cTpajama, MpUKa3aHe 0unMa jeHOT
HEYTPaJIHOT EeKCIepTa, pa3yMJbUBO je IUTO cy ce 24. aBrycta 1924. rogune y
Cypaynuiy OKYIHIM HAjBUILIU MPEICTABHUIIM JIP)KABHE U JTyXOBHE BJIACTH jeJI-
HOT' Hapoja, KpaJb U marpujapx. ['pahanu Cypaymnuie ouekuBalu Cy J10ja3ak
naTpujapxay 8 yacoBa yjyTpy, a JI0Jla3aKk MOHapXa JiBa cata KacHuje. Mehytum,
HeTJie OKO 7 4acoBa, jOIII JIOK je Tpajajia jyTapa clly>k0a y CyplyJIHUuKoOj LPKBH,
natpujapx Jumutpuje je cturao y Bapoul. [Ipen rumMHasujom ra je no4exao au-
pekTop oBe oOpa3oBHe ycraHoBe JbyOa Anekcuh M moka3ao My HOBY 3rpany.
[ToroMm je maTpujapx mpemao y IPKBY Koja ce Hajla3wiia MPEKo MyTa TMMHA3Hje
npeJl KOjoM ra je godekao mnporojepej cypaynuuku CpedpH bmarojesuh. 3a ce
TO BpEME CYpAYJIMYKE YIHUIE Cy CE MyHUIIE HApOJIOM KOjH je Y BapoIll MPUCTU3A0
ca cBuX cTpaHa. bp3o 3a matpujapxom jgomao je u npencenHuk Biane Jbyoda [la-
Bua0BHN y npatiku cBojux MuHuctapa (I[lonurtuka, 25.08.1924.).

Herzne oko 9:30 yacoBa Ha xene3HUUKy cTaHULy Biagnumd XaH npucTu-
rao je ¥ ABOPCKH BO3 ca KpaJbeBCKUM MapoM. KpaseeBy mpaTmy y BO3y UHHIIH
cy Mapiuan jasopa resepan Jespem JlamjanoBuh, komannant Kpaseese rapae
rerepain [lerap )Kukouh u munmCcTap nBopa [Iparomup Jankosuh. Ha cranumm
cy ux godyekanu komanmaHt Tpehe apmujcke obmactu reaepan boxumap Tepsuh
n koMaHaaHT MopaBcke nuBm3mje reHepan Jocud Koctuh. [Toma cata xacHuje
Kapahophesuhe je na mocty xoq Bpie Pexe modekao mpencenHuk cypryinuke
ommTrHe JakoB VBaHOBMh MOHYIMBIIN UX 11O CTaPOM CPIICKOM 00M4Yajy Xi1eOoM
u cospy. [Ipen mpyrom BapomIkoMm KamujoM MOHapXa Cy JOYEKalld MPEICeTHUK
BJIaJle, MUHUCTPH, HAPOJHH TOCIAHHUIN U3 Bpamcke oOmactu JKuBojun Padaj-
nosuh, Toma ITonoBuh, Bnajko Konmh, Crojan Koctuh, Xpucta [pukuh, ITpoka
Crankosuh u nocnanuk u3 bocue Mapko bakosuh. ¥ ume deTHUKa MO3paBUIN
cy ra Kocra Ilehanan u Mnuja Tpudynosuh, a y ume Yapyskema HHBaIHIA Ka-
netad Mwuha Bojaosuh. [IpucyTHu cy Onnm v ipeCTaBHALINA IPYTHX yAPYKEHa
u opranmu3anyja. Jlok ce moBopka Ha 4ely ca KpajbeM KpeTaja peMa ruMHa3HjH,
OKYIUBCHH HapOJ je TMO03ApaBjbao, a YHTaB CKym je oOe3dehmBama OGeorpascka
nonunyja. [Ipe Hero mro cy cruriu g0 CrioMeH ruMHasmje, Kpasb U KpajbHlia Cy
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MOCETHITN CYpAYJIMUYKY LPKBY. Y MOPTH UX je mo3apaBuo npota binarojesuh, a Ha
IPKBEHOM IIpary Kpasba cy nodekanu narpujapx Humutpuje [TaBnoBuh u Mut-
pornonut Bapnasa Pocuh. Ipen npkBom je 6muna noctpojena nmoyacHa yera Kpa-
JbEBE rapjie, a ca HbEHe JIeBe CTpaHe eCKaJApoH Komwulle. KpasbseBcku map cy mos-
npaBwin 1 npunagHuiy COKOJICKOT MOKpeTa HaKOH Yera cy AJiekcannap u Ma-
pHja 3ay3eiH MoceOGHO MECTO Ha MOAUTHYTO] TPUOMHM IpeJi TMMHA3UJOM, a I[PK-
BEHH BEJIMKOJIOCTOJHUIM 3amodenyu ocBehemwe kanene u rumHasuje (Ilomuruka,
25.08.1924; Bpewme, 25.08.1924.). Ha yna3zy CriomeH-Kariese ca Kpurrom Koja je
YHHWJIA JECHO KPHUJIO TUMHA3MjCKe 3rpajie 371aTHUM CIOBHUMa OWjie Cy YTHUCHYTE
peun: ,,3a Buaae Ib. B. Kpasma Anekcanmpa I[lpor u Ilarpujapxa rocmoamnna
Jumutpuja moamxe ce Mydku noyoujanum Cpbuma y Cypaynaunu ox 1915. mo
1918. ronune ciomenuk oBaj 1924. romune” (I1pasna, 25.08.1924).

ITo 3aBpiieHoM ocBehewy mpucyTHUMaA ce 00paTHO JUPEKTOp TMMHa3Hje
Jby6a Anexcuh koju je MoAceTHBIIN OKyIlJbeHe Ha Oyrapcke 3iounHe y Cpouju
(1915-1918), o6jacHmo u kako cy rpahanu Cypayiuiie TOInIH Ha HIIEjy O TIOTH-
3amy CriomeH kamerne ca rTuMHasujoM. [IpeMa meroBum peunMa kaja cy rnouena
MCKOIIaBamka MOCMPTHHUX OCTaTaKa >KpTaBa Oyrapckor Tepopa, y IOCTaBH KalyTa
jenHor on youjenux u 3akomnaHux CpOa mponaheno je 40 Hamoneona. Mako cy
Byrapu mnpe yOujama Hajiipe mpeTpecand U MJbauyKald CBE 3apOOJbEHHUKE, OBaj
HOBAIl UM je IpoMakao. 300T Tora je OJUIy4eHo Ja To OyJe MpBU MPUJIOT 3a U3-
rpaamy cnoMenuka ([lonutuka, 25.08.1924.). V nactaBky oOpahama oKymbe-
HUMa qupekTop Anekcuh je 3akibydno: ,,OBa, 32 0Baj Kpaj BEJIMYAHCTBEHA THM-
Ha3WjCKa 3rpajia, OBa Karelia CKpOMHA allv JieTa, YijeM ocBehemwy JaHac mpucy-
cTByjeTe, Ouhe He caMO CKJIOHMIITE MPTBUX OcTaTaka OBMX HeBMHuUX Cpba
Mydk# ooujeHnx ox byrapa, Beh he Outu u Beuntn cBemok Oyrapckux Hesena.
Y muma he ce omiraguHa HamajaTd HE caMO 3HAmHEM M BEPOM, HETO W JbyOaBH
nmpeMa Kpajby W oTayOmHH. [ MMHa3mjcKa 3rpana u Kamena Ouhe 3a BeunTa Bpe-
MeHa BUJIaH 3HAK MpPU3HAKka W HApOJHE 3aXBAIHOCTH OBUM HEeBHHMM CpOuma
My4YeHHIIUMa anu he OBaj CIIOMEHUK CIYXXKHTH CBUMa HAIllUM HeTpHjaTesbumMa, a
HapouuTo byrapuma 3a Beuntu mMemeHTo. OH he UM yBEeK rOBOPUTH — MOXETE
Hac Opaho Byrapu yHumraBatu, MokeTe HacC UCTpeOJbUBATH, alk heMo Ha Kpajy
KpajeBa unak mu nodeaut” (Bpeme, 25.08.1924.).

ITo o6pahamy nupekTopa ruMHa3Hje, KPEHYO je MPEHOC MMOCMPTHUX OCTa-
Taka CypayJIHYKUX CTPaJaIHUKa U3 IpuBpeMeHe Karene y CrioMeH-KOCTYpHHUILY.
Koctu cypaynmmukux cTpajadHHKa Cy HAaKOH HCKOIaBama YyBaHE Ha IMaJHHU
UCTIO/] CaMe BapoIlll y MaJi0j CEOCKO] KareJH ca IPBeHUM KPCTOM Koja ce Haja-
3MJIa HA CaMOM MECTY U3BpIIeHma Oyrapckux 3nmounHa (JlyOoka [lonwHa, mpum.
J.A.). IlpuimkoM npeHoca CMEIITeHe Cy y AeCeT MPTBAYKHX CAaHAyKa U JIOHETE
npen camy Bapour. Kpasb U kpasjbulla OCTalld Cy Tpeja KamejioM, a MOBOpKa je
KpeHyJa o ynaza y Cypaynuily mpeko riiaBHOT Tpra ka CIOMEH-KOCTYpHHIIH.
Ha gemy moBopke HOIIIEH je KPCT, a TIOpe.l khera JBe JCBOJYHIIC YHjU Cy POAUTE-
JbU CTPaJiaiy 0/ OyrapcKoT Tepopa HOCHJIE Cy BOILITAHUIIE, JeJHA ca JIeBe, Ipyra
ca JIecCHE CTpaHe. 3a ’UMa je HOIIEHO JIBaHaecT BeHana. BeHar| kpasbeBcke Mo-
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pourie 610 je oa cpeOpHOT JOBOPOBOT Jinitha ¥ Ha Tpar je mucaio: ,,Hammm
My4YeHHIIUMa, Asiekcanaap ¥ Mapuja”. 3a BeHIMMa Cy HOILICHU Oapjalu U pH-
nyje, a nmpaTuia ux je nodacHa vera [IpBor memaaujckor myka ¥ BojHa My3HKa
KOja je CBe BpeMe CBHUpana MOoCMpTHU Mapil. KoBuesn cy OWIM OKpYXEHH
MOYaCHUM CTpa)kama apTHJbepalla, ¥ HOCUIH Cy X HAPOJHH MMOCTAHUIU ¥ MEIII-
TaHU OBOT Kpaja. Y mpaTmku cy Ouiie IopoauIe cTpaganux u Hapos jyra Cpowuje.
Kana je Ty)xHa TOBOpKa ca MOCMPTHUM OCTallIMa CTHTJIAa HA TPT Ty je HaKPaTKO
3acTajna Ja OM maTpujapX ca CBEIITEHCTBOM CIIY’KHO IapacToc MOTMHYJIHMA.
Haxon Tora cy xoBue3u mocrpaganux npexeru 1o Cromen kamene. Hag ogpom
MYYEHHKA TOBOD j€ OJIPKao JAUPEKTOp CypAyInuke ocHOBHe mmikose [lerap Puc-
Tuh, a MOTOM Cy KOCTH, JI00ame U ,,lipax youjeHnx Cpbda” monokeHu y KOCTyp-
Huiyy. [Ipu3op je 6o Bumie Hero crpamad. [larpujapx je 6JaruM peunMa TeImo
oxxanomhene nopoaune, a u3Bemrau /florumuxe n3 Cypaynuie je ¢ mpaBoM
3amazuo Jla Ce paJwio O HM3Y3eTHO MOTPECHUM MOMEHTHMA, Yy KOjuMa je
xpunthancko pacyhusame Omino roroBo Hemoryhe (Ilonmurtuka, 25.08.1924; Bpe-
me 25.08.1924.).

[Tocre moTpecHe mepeMoHHUje Kpaskb c€ TIOBYKAO y MPOCTOpHje TUMHA3Hje
r7le je YOpWIMYeH pydak 3a 3BaHUIE W moponuie nocrpaganux Cpba koje cy
Jouuie Ha oTKpuBame CIOMEH-KOCTYpHUIIE. 3a PyYKOM je KpaJbeBCKH Iap 3ay-
3UMao UEeHTpaiHK Jeo cTona. Ca JlecHe cTpaHe Kpaska ceieo je matpujapx u-
MUTpHje, a ca JeBe npenacenuuk Biane Jasunosuh. Kako pen Hamaxe, nmpuim-
KOM 3/JpaBUIIC CE MOHApX OOpaTHO OKYIJBEHHM TOCTUMAa PEKaBIIH JIa je UMao
YBpCTY Kesby na 24. aBrycta oyae y Cypaynuiu He O I ce TOKJIOHUO KOCTHU-
Ma My4YEHHUKa M KaKo OM ce JTMYHO 3axBayino rpahannMa Ha usrpaiamu CrioMeH
KOCTYpHHIIE U TUMHa3Hje. ,,Jlema koja ce Oyay yumia y oBoj mikosd, umahe ce
yeMy yunTd. Hema mikosie mmpom Harne 3emMibe, Koja he nmaBaTtu HaparirajuMa,
KOju Kpo3 By mpol)y, 3HaYajHUjy MOYKYy O JbyOaBM Mpema CBOME Hapoiy. 3aTo
OMX ja BOJICO Jla y BaIlly IIIKOJY, OBy HEOOMYHY Kyhy, K0joj je TeMesb 01 KOCTH]Y,
JoJase Jena ca cBux crpana. Moj he cuH, kana nopacre, mohu TUM mpUMeEpoM,
Hanajajyhu ce TOM KJIaCHYHOM MOYKOM’ — M3rOBOpHO je u3Mmely octanor kpab
OKYIIUb€HHMa 3BaHUIIAMA y CYpIYJIHMYKO] TUMHA3HjU U TIOPYYHO MM JIa CIIOKHO
CTOje y 010paHy BEITMKUX MHTEpEca CIOBEHCKOT jyra KakKo JKPTBE CYypAYyTHYKUX
My4YeHHMKa He Ou Oumie y3anyase. [Ipen rumMHa3HjoM je Kpajba 4eKao OKYIUUbEHU
HApOJl U3 CBHX KpajeBa jJy)KHUX CPIICKHX 3eMajba. [10 3aBpIIEHOM pydKy, Kpa-
JbEBCKU Tap je M3allao y JIBOPUINTE THMHA3HMje M pa3roBapao ca OKyIJbeHUMa, a
3aTUM y TIpaTHH BUCOKUX odummpa otumao y Kpahu obmiazak caHaropujyma
(ITomutuka, 25.08.1924; Bpeme, 25.08.1924; IlpaBna, 25.08.1924.).

VY nmonojnHeBHUMM yYacoBMMa Hapoj je moyeo Aa ce pasuiasu. [larpujapx
Humutpuje je nHamyctro Cypayinuily U Bo3eM OTIyToBao 3a CKOmsbe — CBOJY
cnenehy cranuiy Ha myTy go Ilehu. V Hekamammy npectonully napa [lymana
cturao je oko 21 gac. 3a pa3nuKy Of] Bbera, KpaJbeBCKU Map je ca mpaTkhoM Ha-
KpaTko mocetno Bpame. Y Bpamy je MoHapx o0uIIao KacapHy, a KpasbHIla ame-
PHUKY MHCH]Y, OJJaKJIe Cy CIELHjaTHUM BO30M Y APYIITBY NPEACEAHNKA BIIaJE U
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nornpeaceaHuka Haponne ckynmtuHe npoaykuiu 3a CKoIube Iie Cy MpHUCTU-
rmu  kacHo yBede (Ilomutmka, 25.08.1924; Bpewme, 25.08.1924; IlpaBna,
25.08.1924.).

O pemaBawuma y Cypaynuuu 24. aBrycra 1924. ronuHe HUCY U3BellTa-
BaJl CaMO CPIICKM INTaMITaHU Meauju. Peunm o Tome Omio je m y Oyrapckoj
mramni. Menuju OMUCKH AeCHUIM MOIMYT JHEBHOT JIMCTa Mup HUCY HETHUpAIU
3nounHe nounmene y Cypaynumnu 3a Bpeme IIpBor cBerckor pata, anu cy UX
MPUITUCUBATIH "Iy UM B 0€30YHUM’’ JbyIMMa KOJH CYy HAHEJH IITETy Oyrapckom
Hapoxy. Penakiiija oBOr JMCTa je ONTY)KMBaIa CPIICKU JPXKABHU BPX Ja CypHy-
JUYKO CTpajame EKCIUIOATHIIEe N0 MakCUMyMa Kako OW mpen mehyHapomHom
jaBHomhy auckpeauToBao no3unujy 3BanuuHe Coduje. Peun kpasba Anekcan-
Ipa Ha oTKpuBamky CIOMEH-KOCTYPHUIIE ¥ TUMHA3Hje HOBHHAPU Mupa ONCHUIH
Cy Kao TakTH4He, /I0K Cy He3BaHWYHE M3jaBe Narpujapxa Jumurpuja okapaxte-
pHUcaHe Kao ,,ACTyMame U3 MaCTUPCKUX OKBUpa~ W Bpehame Oyrapckor Haponaa
(Mups, 27.08.1924.). Ca apyre crpane HoBuHe [Ipanoper cy npenene pearoBa-
me Gupmrer 6yrapckor aumiomate Kocre Tonoposa® y Besu ca momesoM y Cyp-
nynund. TompopoB ce y ume Oyrapckux 3eMJbOpagHHKa M CBHX YacHHX byrapa
NPUAPYKUO HKAJOCTH MOBOJAOM CypIyIHuKor crpanama Cpba uctmuyhu na Oy-
rapcKy HapoJ HUje OMO ayTop CYypAYJIWYKHX 3JI0YMHA HETO KPTBA OHHUX KOjU CY
ra YByKJIH y paT ¥ MOCJIadl HBEeroBe CHHOBE Jia TUHY 32 PayyH repMaHCKHX are-
HaTa ¥ HeMadkor napa. [IpemMa BeroBoM MHIBEHY, HCTH OHH KOjJU CY BPILIWIA
younjama y Cypyuim U3BpIIMIN ¢y HOBe 370unHe Hay oko 18.000 byrapa koju
Cy cTpajajid HAaKOH JpkaBHOr ynapa y byrapckoj u3 jyna 1923. romune
(ITpsimoper, 29.08.1924.). V ume Oyrapcke emurpanuje y Cpouju Tomopos je
M3HEO YBEPEHE J1a KOCTH U JIO0Ake CypIyIMIKUX CTpajgaiHnka Hehe Outu cro-
MEHUK MpPXKIe TIpeMa OyrapckoMm Hapony Beh HamoMeHa Ja W Cpricku U Oyrap-
CKH HapoJ UMajy ucTe HenpujaTesbe koju cy y Codwuju monoso Ha Biuactu (Ilo-
nuTtuka, 24.08.1924.).

3ak/byuak

Cypaynuua je jeaHo oxa Hajehux crparuiinTa cprickor Hapoja Ha jyry Cp-
ouje y Benukom pary (1915-1918). ¥ ®0j je Tokom Oyrapcke oKymnaimje cBUpe-
no youjeHo Buie xuspajaa nusuia. [lo ocnobohemwy 3emibe rpahanu oe Bapomu
Cy MOKpPEHYJIH MHUIM]aTUBY 3a moaunsame CIIOMEH KOCTypHHIIE U TMMHA3uje y
CJIaBy M 4YacT MaJMX XpTaBa. PasoBu Ha M3rpagmu oljexaTa moyenu cy Ha Bu-

% Kocra Tomopos (Mocksa, 1889 — ITapus, 1947) 610 je Gyrapcku HOBHHAp, TOTATHYAD M JHIIOMA-
Ta. 3a BpeMe BiacTH byrapckor 3emspopagHukor HapomHor caBe3a (B3HC) obaBipao je GyHKImjy
cexperapa MuHncTapcTBa criosbHEX nocnoBa Kpamesune byrapcke. buo je 6nm3ak Anexcannpy Cra-
MOomujckom. JleBerojynckum npespatoM 1923. ronune B3HC ry6u Biact, a Crambonujckor youjajy
npunaaany BMPO-a. Muoru wianosu u cumnarusepu b3HC-a GuBajy TMKBHIUPAHH, YXAIIICHH WIIH
npoTepaHu u3 3emibe. Mehy Oyrapckum emurpantuma Hamao ce Taza u Kocra Tomopos, koju or-
MOYMIbE capaby ca BiactuMma y beorpany Ha 6opou npotus BMPO-a (Munenkosuh, 2018: 29-54).
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nmoBaaH 1922. roguHe, a KOHAYHO Cy 3aBPIICHU JBE roauHe KacHuje. OTKpuBame
u ocBemrtambe CIIOMEH KOCTypHHIIE ca THMHA3MjOM YNPHINYEHO je 24. aBrycra
1924. rogune. YKOIUKO y3MeMO y 003up cTerneH HanuoHaiHe kptBe y Cypuy-
muu (1915-1918), ca curypHoirhy MOXKeMO KOHCTaTOBaTH Jla Ce pajuiio O J0-
rahajy ol moceOHOI MCTOPUJCKOT 3Hayaja 3a CPICKHM HApOJ U HOBOCTBOPEHY
JYTOCIIOBEHCKY KpaJbeBHHY, IITO j€ TPero3Halia  TaJalllba Ap)KaBHa eITuTa.

Yun ocehema CriomeH Karene W IpeHOca MOCMPTHUX OCTaTaka Cypay-
JMYKUX CTpaJalIHUKa 00aBJbEH j€ y MPUCYCTBY Kpasba, HAjBUIINX MPEICTABHUKA
BOjHE M IMBWIHE BiacTu, nornasapa CIIL, peneBaHTHUX JTOKATHUX U APYIITBE-
HUX YUHHUOLIA U MHOILITBA Hapoja. Tora nana je Bapo noa Yemepuukom u Bap-
JICHUKOM J00MJIa CBETHIIUINITE U JEJMHCTBEH CIIOMEHUK HALIMOHAIHOT CTpajama
U OTIIOpa OKYNaTOPCKOM Tepopy. Mako je HajBehu neo mucaHuX U MaTepujaTHUX
TparoBa 0 OBOM JlaHy, kao u camy CrioMeH-Kamemny, Oyrapcku OKyInaTop YHHIII-
THo 3a Bpeme Jlpyror cBerckor para (Tpajkosuh 1983, 167), octanu cy HOBHH-
CKH TEKCTOBH JIHEBHHX JINCTOBA JIa HAC moJicehajy o Ty)KHO] U TIOTPECHO] CypIy-
JUYKO] IEPEeMOHUjU. 3axBasbyjyhu aHAIM3U M3BEIITaBamha HAJTUPAKHUJUX O€o-
TPaJCKuX M CO(UjCKUX IHEBHHX JHCTOBAa OHOT BpeMeHa [lonumuke, Bpemena,
IIpasoe, Mupa w [Ipanopeya u3paxxaBaMo Hajy J1a CMO 0ap IEIUMUYHO PEKOHC-
TPYHUCAJH CIHUKY O OTKpHBamky CIOMEH-KOCTypHUIIE U 30uBambuMa y Cypaymuim
on 24. aprycta 1924. roqune.
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Introductory Considerations

As a result of the inability of providing effective resistance to the numer-
ous forces of the Central Powers coming from various directions, the army of the
Kingdom of Serbia was forced to retreat to the island of Corfu in the late autumn
of 1915. The territory of Serbia was occupied by the united Austro-Hungarian,
Bulgarian and German troops. Based on the Secret Agreement reached on Sep-
tember 6, 1915 between the Kingdom of Serbia and the German Empire, after
the collapse of the Serbian defense, Bulgaria was enabled to expand territorially
by about 51, 425 square kilometers (Avramovski, 1985, p. 169-170). At the end
of December 1915, the entire territory of southeastern Serbia and the Vardar part
of Macedonia was under the control of Bulgarian troops. These areas were an-
nexed by the capital Sofia and two military-administrative areas were formed
there — the seat of the Morava military inspection area was in Ni§, while the Ma-
cedonian one was in Skopje (Stojancevic¢, 1988, p. 57).

During the three-year occupation administration in southeastern Serbia, the
Bulgarian soldiers and the Komitas committed countless crimes against the Ser-
bian people. The barbarities of the occupiers began during the fighting in 1915,
when Serbian prisoners and casualties were killed. Also, 114 wounded people
disappeared without a trace from the central military hospital in Stip after the
collapse of this place. A similar fate befell a group of 150-200 Serbian soldiers
and many other war prisoners who were brutally killed in the town of Ljuboten
on the road between Stip and Radoviste. Before they were killed, the prisoners
had been robbed and abused and their mistreatment was contrary to the law and
customs of war. (Report of the Inter-Allied Commission selected to ascertain all
violations of the Hague Conference and international law committed by Bulgari-
ans from 1915-1918, Belgrade, 1919, p. 2).

After the establishment of the Bulgarian system of government, a conflict
with the Serbian civilian population also began. Without any court proceedings,
the occupier arrested and murdered priests, teachers, merchants, incumbents,
lawyers and citizens whose only guilt was belonging to the Serbian national cor-
pus. More than 200 clergymen were killed, including high church dignitaries and
the Skopje Metropolitan Vicentije Krdzi¢, who was killed on the Prizren-Skopje
road, somewhere near the Kacanica gorge, after which the executioners burned
his body. Motives for the implementation of such criminal policy should be
sought in their intention of decapitating Serbian people. Moreover, the Great
Bulgarian military and political strategists were convinced that with the destruc-
tion of Serbian intellectual and spiritual elite, the Bulgarian national identity
would be easily imposed, which caused more prominent Serbs to be the first
people attacked by the occupation authorities.

Having come with the belief that the territory of southeastern Serbia was
actually a Bulgarian territory inhabited by old Bulgarians, the occupier prohib-
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ited the use of Serbian language, names, symbols, letters and books. Monuments
and traces of the Serbian past had been erased, books and worship services in
Serbian had been forbidden, while documents and inscriptions in many churches
and monasteries had been forged. Along with the policy of de-Serbianization, the
Bulgarian national feeling was forcibly imposed; instead of Serbian schools,
Bulgarian schools were opened, where the attendance was mandatory. The popu-
lation was forced to participate in the rituals of Bulgarian patriotism. Bulgarian
writers and scientists gave lectures throughout Pomoravlje and southern Serbia
on “the Bulgarian character” of the mentioned areas, while the maximum exploi-
tation of enslaved Serbia was carried out with the introduction of taxes, requisi-
tions and imposts on the population (Report of the Inter-Allied Commission se-
lected to ascertain all violations of the Hague conference and international law
committed by Bulgarians in occupied Serbia from 1915-1918, Belgrade, 1919, p.
2-8).

Nevertheless, despite the maximal engagement of Bulgarians, the policy
against Serbian people did not bring the desired results. Even in the first months
of the occupation, the Serbian people offered passive resistance to Bulgarization,
which was quickly transformed into an open armed rebellion at the beginning of
1917 (Mladenovi¢, 2017, p.10). Having realized that they could not impose the
Bulgarian character in southeastern Serbia without coercion, the occupation
forces decided to achieve their goal by exercising violence and committing mass
crimes. In that sense, the governments and the military leaders of the Kingdom
of Bulgaria used regular armed formations and Bulgarian Komitas to commit
greatest crimes. From the late autumn of 1915 until the end of war, the terror and
killings of Serbs in the Military Inspection Area of Morava were occurring every
day. The town of Surdulica stood out by the number of killed Serbs and count-
less atrocities committed by the Bulgarians. Under the excuse that the arrested
Serbs from Vranje, Leskovac, Nis, Prokuplje, Gjilan and Kumanovo were being
taken to internment to Sofia, the Bulgarians chose Surdulica as the training
ground for plundering and mass executions of the enslaved civilian population
(Hadzi-Vasiljevi¢, 1922, p. 71).

After the end of the war and the liberation of southern Serbia in 1918, a
thorough investigation into Bulgarian crimes and brutalities that took place in the
areas below Vardenik and Cemernik was carried out, and it was done by both
national and foreign experts. Based on the exhumation of corpses from the mass
graves near Surdulica, the Swiss criminologist, Dr. Archibald Reiss stated that
the Bulgarian authorities had killed about 3,000 Serbs in that area, while the
American journalist, William Drayton described Surdulica as the largest
“slaughterhouse” of Serbian people. The data from the peace conference in Paris
(1919-1920) testify that about 6,000 Serbs were killed in Surdulica and its sur-
roundings, while the findings of the Ministry of Religion of the Kingdom of
Serbs, Croats and Slovenes suggested there were about 8,000 people killed
(Pori¢, 2016, p. 124-125). After the World War I, in the Serbian press one could
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also find the data that the number of Surdulica victims was much higher than the
numbers shown in the official statistics and that it was reaching the number of
10,000 people. (Politika, June 28, 1922). Regardless of the various data, the
stated facts unequivocally indicate that Surdulica is one of the largest execution
sites of Serbian people from the south of Serbia in the Great War.

After the retreat of the Bulgarian troops and liberation, the citizens of Sur-
dulica formed the Committee for building a monument to brutally murdered
Serbs (1915-1918). Also, the committee worked on the exhumation of the bodies
of the Surdulica victims, as well as on providing funds for the construction of the
Memorial Chapel with an ossuary in which their remains would be permanently
buried. The first donation of 170 napoleons in gold for the construction of the
monument was found in the suits of the killed Serbs during the exhumation.
Soon, the citizens, the state and King Alexander I provided further support in
contributions and subsidies for the construction of the Memorial Ossuary and the
four-grade high school in honor of the murdered Serbs (Trajkovi¢, 1983, p. 161-
163). The project of the Memorial Ossuary with the high school was designed by
the architects Petar J. Popovi¢ and Vasilije Androsov (Museum of the Serbian
Orthodox Church, the Legacy of Petar J. Popovi¢, inv. No 7896). The works on
its construction began on June 28, 1922 when Dr. Ivan Ribar, the president of the
National Assembly of the Kingdom of Serbs, Croats and Slovenes laid the foun-
dation stone in the presence of a certain number of ministers and members of
Parliament (Doj¢inovi¢, 2011, p.44).

The Unveiling of the Memorial Ossuary

The long-term engagement of the Committee of the Surdulica Patriots in
preserving the memory of the victims of the Bulgarian terror carried out against
Serbs from the regions of Southern Serbia during World War I resulted in the
construction and the ceremonial unveiling of the Memorial Ossuary and Memo-
rial High School in Surdulica. The act of unveiling and consecrating this unique
monument, held on August 24, 1924 was attended by King Alexander I, Queen
Maria, Patriarch Dimitrije Pavlovi¢ and the representatives of the highest state
leadership. Also, the large number of families of the victims of Bulgarian crimes
also attended the event. On that day, Surdulica was given its sacred place, which
reminded the citizens of the Kingdom of Yugoslavia of the suffering of thou-
sands of civilians because they belonged to Serbian people (Trajkovi¢, 1983, p.
166). It was a sad ceremony which had a special importance for the Kingdom of
SCS and about which the national and Bulgarian print media exhaustively re-
ported.

Furthermore, the first date set for the unveiling of the Memorial Chapel
was Tuesday, August 19, 1924. Both the committee and the local authorities
accelerated the preparations because the arrivals of the king, members of the
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government, representatives of the National Assembly, numerous members of
Parliament, the Patriarch, the Metropolitan Varnava, the Bishop Dositej of Nis,
rectors and professors of the University of Belgrade, members of the Interna-
tional Committee for the Excavation of Bones in Surdulica, the army, members
of the National Defense and other civic associations, as well as the families of
the victims of Bulgarian crimes, such as the priest Dimitrije Mijajlovi¢ with his
son, Svetozar Nedeljkovi¢, a well-known shoemaker from Leskovac and Dorde
Tasi¢, a teacher from Leskovac were expected. In addition, a special train from
Belgrade was organized for the participants of the ceremony and the leading
invitees were expected to arrive in Vladi¢in Han, on August 19, at 6 a.m.
(Vreme, 9 August, 1924). Soon, the decision to unveil the Memorial Ossuary on
August 19 was changed at the session of the government of the Kingdom of
SCS. At the session on August 10, 1924, the government decided to postpone the
sad ceremony in Surdulica for five days and hold it on Sunday, August 24
(Pravda, 11 August, 1924).

Just prior to the announced event, the daily newspaper Vreme printed a let-
ter entitled: Ahead of the ceremonies in Surdulica, written by the professor Petar
M. 1li¢, in which this educator, as a contemporary of the event, reminded the
public of the Bulgarian crimes from the period of the Second Balkan War and
the Great War (1915-1918), especially emphasizing Surdulica, Jelasnica and
Arapova Dolina as places of the great suffering and “the disgraceful acts of Bul-
garian leaders”. In a text sent to the editorial board of Vreme as a reaction to the
reporting of the daily press in Sofia, Dr. Ili¢ expressed the view that despite of
all atrocities of the occupiers, which were documented by Dr. Archibald Reiss,
Dr. Jovan-Hadzi Vasiljevi¢, DragiSa Vasi¢ and Sreten Dinié, he still believed in
the possibility of the reconciliation of Serbian and Bulgarian people. According
to I1i¢, such a situation was feasible by changing the nature and character of Bul-
garian statesmen and politically educating people in the spirit of reconciliation
and fraternal agreement (Vreme, 22 August, 1924).

While the state leadership was making the last preparations for the journey
to Surdulica, with this letter, the public was briefly reminded of the suffering of
Serbs during the Bulgarian occupation of southeastern Serbia. On Saturday, Au-
gust 23, King Alexander and Queen Maria were travelling from Mladenovac to
Topola, and from Topola they continued their journey to Vladi¢in Han by the
court train (Pravda, 23 August, 1924). On the same day, by the government’s
decision, the Prime Minister Ljubomir Davidovi¢, the Chief of the Cabinet, Mr.
Vlaji¢, the Minister of Defense and Navy, General Stevan HadZi¢, Minister of
Agriculture Franc Kulovec and the Deputy Speaker of the National Assembly,
Ljubomir Baki¢ started their journey from Belgrade to Surdulica (Vreme, 23
August, 1924; Pravda, 24 August 1924).

On August 23, the day before the consecration of the Memorial Ossuary
and high school, Surdulica was decorated with tricolors and black flags. A tri-
umphal arch was made in the town, on which the names of gorges, pits and
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thickets were written with golden letters, and where Bulgarian soldiers and Ko-
mitas had brutally killed and buried Serbs during the war. Vrla Reka, Dubrava,
Stojkova Suma, Duboka Dolina, Radi¢eva Bara, Kalifer, Vlaski Do are the
places where many priests, teachers, peasants, women, children, old people and
all those opposing the policy of Bulgarization lost their lives. Not far from the
triumphal arch, the outlines of the chapel could be seen standing next to the
building of the high school, which was completed in 1923. Although unconse-
crated, the high school started working immediately after the construction works
were completed and 140 students of all four grades were already attending
classes. On the high school’s first floor there was a large ceremonial hall, and on
its ground floor, a classroom decorated with the map of the Kingdom of Serbs,
Croats and Slovenes, and there was even a space for physical education; the
chapel built next to the high school had a tiled floor under which one could di-
rectly descend into the ossuary. It was a space intended for the burial of the
found remains of Surdulica victims. Also, the construction of this memorial site
cost nearly two million dinars; 800,000 dinars were donated by the state,
100,000 dinars were donated by King Alexander I and the rest collected from the
voluntary donations of citizens and families of the victims (Politika, 24 August,
1924).

Expecting the arrival of the king, the citizens of Surdulica built a triumphal
gate on which: “Welcome our dear king, the sanctifier of the saints’ tombs” was
written (Politika, 24 August, 1924). In addition to the state leadership and the
political elite, Patriarch Dimitrije was also travelling to the south on August 23.
After serving the Holy Liturgy in the Belgrade Cathedral on Saturday, accompa-
nied by the high church dignitaries, he went to the ancient city of Peja, where his
enthronement' was planned with the support of the state authorities. On that trip,
Patriarch’s first place to visit was Surdulica, where he was expected to take part
in the holy act of relocating the remains of the Surdulica victims from the tempo-
rary to the newly built Memorial Ossuary and its consecration. In the announce-
ment of the ceremony, the daily newspaper Vreme published the Biographies of
the known victims of Bulgarian terror in Surdulica, which contained basic in-
formation about them, and then stated that the Serbian people had almost no
great commemorations like other nations whose history was not their enemy, but
was rather marked by sad and tragic ceremonies like that of Surdulica (Vreme,
24 August, 1924).

Announcing the consecration of the Memorial object in Surdulica, on Au-
gust 24, 1924 the daily Politika published an excerpt from the report on the Bul-

! Mitropolitan of Belgrade and the Archbishop of Serbia, Dimitrije Pavlovié, was elected the Patriarch
of the united Serbian Orthodox Church. Due to the time required for the reorganization of the Serbian
Orthodox Church after the unification of the provincial church organizations into a single system, the
enthronement of Patriarch Dimitrije took place in the Patriarchate of Peja, four years into the election.
The Holy Synod of Bishops had a session on August 26-27, 1924 and the act of enthronement began
with the festive worship service attended by King Alexander I (Pilipovi¢, 2020,p. 40-41).
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garian crimes written by the professor of the University of Lausanne, Dr. Archi-
bald Reiss and submitted on December 18, 1918. In the report, the Swiss crimi-
nologist stated that he had personally and with the help of Bulgarian documents
found out that between two and three thousand civilians from various parts of the
occupied country were killed in Surdulica. According to his research, among the
victims were people who were buried alive, stoned and covered with dirt in the
pits. Moreover, the decisions about killings were made on the spot and were car-
ried out immediately under the control of a special commission led by a Bulgar-
ian army colonel, Stojan Jurkov. According to Reiss, severely ill people were
killed, 70 people from Surdulica were interned, 200 young men were recruited
for the Bulgarian army and anything of a greater value was taken from the civil-
ian population. Serbian books and monuments were destroyed, the Serbian
church was turned into a schismatic one and the Serbian population was forced
to work without any wages and threatened with death (Politika, 24 August,
1924).

Having in mind such degree of the suffering, shown through the perspec-
tive of a neutral expert, it is understandable that on August 24, 1924 the highest
representatives of the spiritual and state authorities of a nation, the king and the
Patriarch gathered in Surdulica. The citizens of Surdulica expected the arrival of
the Patriarch at 8 a.m. and the arrival of the monarch two hours later. However,
around seven o’clock, during the morning service in the church in Surdulica,
Patriarch Dimitrije had arrived in the town. In front of the high school, he was
welcomed by the principal of this educational institution, Ljuba Aleksi¢ and was
shown the building. Then, the patriarch went to visit the church, located opposite
the high school, where he was welcomed by the Archpriest of Surdulica, Srebrn
Blagojevi¢. In the meantime, the streets of Surdulica were crowded with people
who had come to town from all parts. Shortly after the arrival of the patriarch,
the Prime Minister Ljuba Davidovi¢ arrived, accompanied by the ministers
(Politika, 25 August, 1924).

Around 9:30 a.m., the royal couple arrived at the Vladi¢in Han railway sta-
tion by the court train. The king’s escort on the train consisted of the court mar-
shal, General Jevrem Damjanovi¢, the commander of the King’s Guard, General
Petar Zivkovié and the court minister, Dragomir Jankovi¢. They were greeted at
the station by the commander of the Third Army District, Bozidar Terzi¢ and the
commander of the Morava Division, General Josif Kosti¢. Half an hour later, on
the bridge near Vrla Reka, the Karadordevi¢s were welcomed by the president of
the municipality of Surdulica, Jakov Ivanovi¢, who offered them bread and salt,
according to the old Serbian custom. In front of the second town gate, the mon-
arch was welcomed by the Prime Minister, ministers, Members of Parliament
from the area of Vranje: Zivojin Rafajlovié¢, Toma Popovi¢, Vlajko Kocié, Sto-
jan Kosti¢, Hrista Priki¢, Proka Stankovi¢ and the Bosnian MP, Marko Dakovi¢.
On behalf of the Chetniks, Kosta Pecanac and Ilija Trifunovi¢ greeted him, and
on behalf of the Association of People with Disabilities, Captain Mic¢a Vojnovic.
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Representatives of other associations and organizations were also present. As the
procession moved towards the high school, led by the king, the gathered people
greeted him, and the entire gathering was secured by the Belgrade police. Before
they reached the memorial high school, the king and the queen visited the church
of Surdulica. They were welcomed by the archpriest Blagojevi¢, and at the en-
trance of the church the king was welcomed by Patriarch Dimitrije and Metro-
politan Varnava Rosi¢. Also, an honorary troop of the King’s Guard was lined
up in front of the church, while the cavalry squadron was on its left. The royal
couple was greeted by the members of the Sokol movement, after which King
Alexander and Queen Maria took a special place on a grandstand in front of the
high school and the church dignitaries began the consecration of both the chapel
and the high school (Politika, 25 August 1924; Vreme, 25 August 1924). At the
entrance of the Memorial Chapel with the crypt that formed the right wing of the
high school building, the words (with golden letters) were inscribed: “In 1924, in
the name of the government of HRH King Alexander I and Patriarch Dimitrije, a
monument is erected to brutally killed Serbs in Surdulica 1915-1918” (Pravda,
25 August, 1924).

After the consecration, the principal of the high school, Ljuba Aleksi¢, ad-
dressed the audience, reminded them of the Bulgarian crimes (1915-1918) and
explained how the citizens of Surdulica came up with the idea of building a me-
morial chapel and a high school. According to Aleksi¢, when the excavations of
the victims’ remains began, 40 napoleons were found in a coat of one of the
killed and buried Serbs. Although the Bulgarians had the habit of searching and
robbing all prisoners before killing them, they did not notice this money. There-
fore, it was decided that it would be the first contribution to the construction of
the monument (Politika, 25 August 1924). Continuing his address to people who
gathered, Aleksi¢ concluded: “This, and for this region, a magnificent high
school building and this modest, but beautiful chapel, whose consecration you
have witnessed today, will not only be a shelter for the remains of the innocent
Serbs brutally killed by the Bulgarians, but will also be an eternal witness of
Bulgarian crimes. There, the youth will not only receive knowledge and faith,
but will also be taught love for the king and the fatherland. The high school
building and the Chapel will forever remain a visible sign of recognition and
national gratitude to those innocent Serb martyrs. However, this monument will
serve all our enemies, and especially the Bulgarians for the eternal memory. It
will always tell you: you, Bulgarians brothers, may destroy and exterminate us,
but in the end, we shall win” (Vreme, 25 August, 1924).

After the address of the high school’s principal, the transfer of the remains
of the Surdulica victims from the temporary chapel to the Memorial Ossuary
took place. When the excavations were finished, the bones of the victims were
preserved on a slope below the town itself, in a small village chapel with a
wooden cross, located at the place where the Bulgarian crimes were committed
(Duboka Dolina). During the transfer, they were placed in ten coffins and

240



Culture of Polis, Year XVIII (2021), Issue 45, pp. 233-244

brought in front of the town. The king and queen stood in front of the chapel,
and the procession was moving from the entrance to Surdulica, across the main
square towards the Memorial Ossuary. A cross was carried at the head of the
procession, and next to it were two girls holding candles, whose parents had
been murdered in the Bulgarian terror. Behind them, twelve wreaths were carried
and the wreath of the royal family was made of the silver laurel leaves, with the
inscription: “To our martyrs, Alexander and Maria” on its ribbon. Flags and li-
turgical fans were carried, accompanied by the honorary troop of the First Infan-
try Regiment and military music played a funeral march. The coffins were sur-
rounded by the honorary artillery guards and were carried by the Members of
Parliament and local people, while the victims’ families and people from South-
ern Serbia followed them. When the procession arrived at the square, the Patri-
arch and the priests started the memorial service. After the memorial service, the
coffins of the victims were transferred to the Memorial Chapel. The principal of
the primary school in Surdulica, Petar Risti¢, gave a speech over the victims’
coffins, after which the bones, skulls and “ashes of the killed Serbs” were placed
in the Ossuary. The Patriarch tried to comfort the grieving families with words
of hope and the reporter of Politika described these moments as utterly upsetting,
in which the Christian reasoning was almost impossible (Politika, 25 August,
1924; Vreme 25 August, 1924).

After the ceremony, the king headed for the high school, where a lunch
was organized for the guests and victims’ families who attended the unveiling of
the Memorial Ossuary. At the lunch table, the royal couple was sitting in the
central part, the Patriarch on their right and the Prime Minister Davidovi¢ on
their left. According to the protocol, during the toast, the monarch addressed the
guests, saying that he had a strong desire to be present in Surdulica on August 24
in order to pay homage to the victims and personally thank the citizens for the
construction of the Memorial Ossuary and the High School. “The children who
receive knowledge in this school will have something to learn. There is no
school across our country that will give generations who pass through it, a more
significant lesson of love for their nation. That is why I would like all children,
from all parts, to come to this school, this unusual house whose foundation was
laid on the bones. When he grows up, my son will also follow this example and
will learn this classic lesson”, added the king in his address to the guests and told
them to stay united in defending the great interests of the Slovenian south, so
that the suffering of the victims would not be in vain. Coming from all southern
parts of the Serbian country, the gathered mass was waiting for the king in front
of the high school. After lunch, the royal couple spent time in the courtyard of
the high school, talking to people, and then, accompanied by high-rank officers
went to a short visit to a sanatorium (Politika 25 August 1924; Vreme, 25 Au-
gust, 1924; Pravda, 25 August, 1924).

In the afternoon, the crowd began to disperse and the Patriarch left Surdu-
lica and traveled to Skopje by train, his next stop on the way to Peja. He arrived
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to the former capital of Emperor Dusan at 9 p.m. Unlike the Patriarch, the royal
couple paid a short visit to Vranje. In Vranje, the king visited the barracks and
the queen visited the American mission, from where they continued their journey
to Skopje by a special train, accompanied by the Prime Minister and the Deputy
Speaker of the National Assembly and arrived in the evening hours (Politika, 25
August 1924; Vreme, 25 August, 1924; Pravda, 25 August, 1924).

The events in Surdulica on August 24, 1924 were not reported only by the
Serbian print media, but also by the Bulgarian print media. Media close to the
right-wing, for example the daily Mir, did not deny the crimes committed in
Surdulica during the World War I, but attributed them to the “crazy and ruthless”
people who caused damage to the Bulgarian people. The editorial office of Mir
accused the Serbian state leadership of maximally exploiting the suffering in
Surdulica in order to discredit the position of Sofia in the eyes of the interna-
tional public. King Alexander’s words during the unveiling of the Memorial
Ossuary had been interpreted as tactical by Mir, while the unofficial statements
of Patriarch Dimitrije were characterized as “stepping out of the shepherd
framework™ and insulting the Bulgarian people (Mir, 27 August, 1924). On the
other hand, the newspaper Praporec reported on the reaction of the former Bul-
garian diplomat, Kosta Todorov’ regarding the commemoration in Surdulica. On
behalf of all Bulgarian farmers and honorable Bulgarians, Todorov joined the
mourning for the Serbs who were killed in Surdulica. Also, Todorov emphasized
that Bulgarian people were not the executors of the crimes in Surdulica, but the
victims of those who involved them in the war and sent their sons to die for
German agents and the German emperor. According to him, the same people
who committed crimes in Surdulica had also committed crimes against 18,000
Bulgarians who died in the coup in June 1923 (Praporec, 29 August, 1924). In
the name of the Bulgarian emigration in Serbia, Todorov expressed the belief
that the remains of the Surdulica victims would not be a monument of animosity
towards Bulgarian people, but a note that both the Serbian and Bulgarian people
have the same enemies who are in power again in Sofia (Politika, 24 August,
1924).

Conclusion

Surdulica is one of the largest execution sites of Serbian people in South-
ern Serbia in the Great War (1915-1918) and the place where thousands of civil-

% Kosta Todorov (Moscow, 1899 — 1947, Paris) was a Bulgarian politician and diplomat. During the
rule of the Bulgarian Agrarian National Union (BANU) he performed the function of the Secretary of
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom of Bulgaria. He was very close to Aleksandar Stam-
boliyski. After the coup on June 9, 1923, BANU lost power and Stamboliyski was killed by the mem-
bers of the IMRO. Members and supporters of the BANU were killed, arrested or expelled from the
country. Kosta Todorov, who was among the Bulgarian migrants at the time, began cooperating with
the Belgrade authorities in the fight against the IMRO (Milenkovié, 2018, p. 29-54)
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ians were brutally killed during the Bulgarian occupation. After the liberation of
the country, the citizens of this town launched an initiative to construct the Me-
morial Ossuary and the high school in honor of the victims. The works on the
construction of the objects began on June 28, 1922 and were completed two
years later. The unveiling and consecration of the Memorial Ossuary with the
High School was held on August 24, 1924. If we take into consideration the de-
gree of the national sacrifice, we can state with certainty that it was an event of a
special historical importance for the Serbian people and the newly formed King-
dom of Yugoslavia, which was recognized by the state elite at the time.

The act of the consecration of the memorial chapel and the transfer of the
remains of the Surdulica victims was performed in the presence of the king, the
highest representatives of the military and civilian authorities, leaders of the Ser-
bian Orthodox Church, many important local and social factors and people. On
that day, the town under Cemernik and Vardenik received a sanctuary and a
unique monument of national suffering and resistance to the terror of the occu-
pier. Although greater part of the written and material evidence of this day, as
well as the Memorial Chapel itself, had been destroyed by the Bulgarian occu-
pier during the Second World War, newspaper articles remained to remind us of
the sad and upsetting Surdulica ceremony. Thanks to the analysis of the reports
of the highest selling daily newspapers in Belgrade and Sofia of that time,
Politika, Vreme, Pravda, Mir and Praporec, we express hope that we have at
least partially reconstructed the picture of the unveiling of the Memorial Ossuary
and the events in Surdulica that took place on August 24, 1924.
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