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Jomr of1 aHTHYKKX BpeMeHa, ca CTapOrpUYKHM UCTOpUdapeM u ouorpadom Me-
ctpujeM [lmyTapxoM Kao pOJOHAUENIHUKOM HCKa3aHHUM Y BaHBPEMEHCKOM ey
» Y TIOPETHU >KUBOTONHUCH ’, MUCJIMOLIM, HAYYHHUIIM U JyXOBHHU IPETaoLy HACTOje 1A
CBOM pOJly W MOPOJY, ajli U CBETY Y HajIIMPEM 3HAUCHY T€ PeyH, KpO3 CIUKOBHUTE
npuMmepe, nzadpaHe Mo PasIMYUTHM, TOTOBO YBEK MYIPUM KPUTEPHjyMHUMa U YIIH-
caHe y Onorpadujama 3HaAMEHUTHX JIMYHOCTH, KAKO MPOIUIUX €110Xa, TAKO U CaBpe-
MEHOT 100a, OCTaBe y aMaHeT MOPYKy U IOYKY O TEKOBHHAMa, 3a0CTaBLITUHHU U
3aciyrama TUX JbYH 3a JIaHe KOjH Cy MPOIIUIH, a TOCEOHO 32 OHE KOjU TEK J0Ia3e.

Cpricka yHTanavka jaBHOCT c€ M3HOBA M M3HOBA 00pajayje Kajaa joj MocTaHy
JIOCTYITHH TEKCTOBU TE BPCTE M3AIILTH M3 BEIITHX Mepa HAIMX HAjyTJeIHHjUX HHTE-
JIeKTyanama, u3Meljy octaior u 300r Tora mTo Cy TaKBU noralhaju, HCTHHH 3a BOJBY,
y Hac MPUIMYHO PETKH, IITO WIYCTPYje U YHMI-CHHUIIA Ja Ce MOCie HemnpeBa3ul)eHux
panoBa Crnobonana JoBaHoBuha yekano HEKOJIMKO JIEleHHja a ce KBATUTETOM U3[-
BOje ,,MenasboHn” [[parospy0a JoBanoBuha koju je (riie cuMOOmHKe) Tocie ogdpaHe
IIBa TOKTOpara y jenHoM many Ha CopOoHM mocTao JoneHT Ha [IpaBHOM dakynTeTy
Yuusepsurera y beorpany ynpaso Ha nmo3uB Cio6onana JoBanosuha.

Haxo mo canpkajy U KOHIENIMjH 3HAYAJHO Pa3IMYUTO, IO HAYYHUM JTOMETH-
Ma u, J03BosnlieMo cebu codomy Nia 3aK/bYy4YMMO, IO 3HAYajy 3a CPIICKH HApOA Y
OoTaiOMHM W pacejamy, Kao cieache y oBOM CYIITHHCKH BaKHOM HHU3Y HAIIO Ce
KaIMTAJIHO JICJI0O U KPYHCKH AparyJsb y Jocajaiimoj oubnuorpaduju npod. ap Jpa-
rana CumeyHnoBuha Vcropuja cpricke MOMUTHYKE MHUCIH: HOBU BEK, Koje ce (joI
jeIaH MOMEHAT UCMYHECH CHAKHOM CHMOOJIMKOM), 3aBpIliaBa MmoriaBibeM cieneher
HacloBa ,,/[parospy6 JoBanosuh — Arpapau conujanmuzam (Hu)je Moryh?”.

Y muTamy Ccy CBOjeBpCHE MOJIUTHYKE OHOTpaduje Wi, IPEenu3Huje peUucHo,
aHaTOMHMja TOJIMTHYKE MHUCIU TPHUIECET M CeJaM MO TMOPEeKIy, 3Bamby M I03Bamby,
JIMYHO] CYAOMHHU, JeTUMa M HApOJHOM mamhermy BeoMa pa3IHYUTHX, UCTAKHYTHUX
¢urypa, 3a Koje caM ayTop HCTHYE: ,,CBH OHHU, HAW3TJE]l HEMOBE3aHHU, PACTYPECHU
BPEMEHOM W pa3HOBPCHOIINY CBOjUX Npernyha, OMiHM Cy M OCTajy 3ayBeK UBPCTO
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Be3aHM HEBUJBMBUM alll HEPACKUIMBHM HHUTHMa cliobojie Oe3 Koje HujenaH, ma
TaKo HU CPIICKW HapoJ HE MOXE J1a )KUBU U Hampemyje”.

Beoma neny u TauHy OLIEHY M jE€3rPOBUT OIKC OBOT XBajie BPEJHOI JA€Na Ao
je onaxenonouusiun [latpujapx cpmcku, BberoBa Cseroct Upunej (I"aBpunosuh),
KOju y yBOJHO]j peun npumehyje: ,,IIpodecop np CumeyHoBHh CBOj CTyIHMO3aH HUC-
TPaXXUBAYKU XOJ j€ 3all04€0 ONMCOM KPaTKOTPAjHUX, AU JUBJbEHA BPEIHUX, I1O-
Kymaja na ce Beh y 16. u 17. Beky 0OHOBU CpIICKa CaMOCTaJHOCT, a 3aBpIIHO Ta
pacBeTJbaBambeM IPYIITBEHOT M MOJUTUYKOT CTama mpe Jpyror cBETCKOT parta,
noMumbYhH NMpeKko XWibady JUYHOCTH 4Hja Ccy Aejia OWiia oIl 3Hauaja y OCTBapemy
CPIICKMX HapoOJHUX U LpKBeHUX uaeana. OH je BENHKY MaXkby IMOCBETHO MPeraoly-
Mma u3 18. u 19. Beka, ka0 U OHUMa KOjH Cy ce UcTakiIM Ha moueTKy 20. Beka. buio je
To n00a kana cy CpOu CBOjoM CIIOTOM, KOja MM C€ MOCIOBHYHO Kao CIIOCOOHOCT
HEIpaBeaHO OJI[pHYe, W CBOjOM HAITMOHAITHOM €HEPTHjOM Y3 BEIHKY mmomMoh OpojHmX
[PKBEHUX OTAala, O]l KOjUX HEKH Y OBOj KIbM3H 3aCITy’KEHO 3ay3UMajy IieNa MoriaB-
Jba, a BOhEeHH MyIpuUM U XpaOpUM CyHapOIHHUIIMMA, CBH CKYIa >KUBEJIM U YMHUPAIU
3a BENUKY HJejy ocio0ohema u yjennmema’.

CBoje MeCTO Y BOTyMHHO3HO]j TIO BaXXHOCTH W ()OpMATy KFHH3W HAILIN Cy PO-
JIOHAUETHUIIM HOBOBEKOBHHUX CPIICKHX JIMHACTHja, TOJHTHYApH, JAWUILUIOMATE,
HAYYHUIH, KIWKEBHUIM, HOBHHAPU, BOJHUIIM U CamapH, MO CBEMY HEOOMYHH U
HHUKaJa TPUBHUjaJHO ,,00MYHU’ JbyIH, caOpaHH M3 IIUPOKOT CHEKTpa 3HAIAYKAM
KOXE3MOHNM TPYZOM ayTopa, Ha HEMY CBOJCTBEH M OpHIHHAJIaH HauuH. Hamwme,
CBaKo KO je MMao MPUBWIETHjY Jla YIO3HA M3Yy3€THY JIMYHOCT U HAy4HH pal mpod.
np CumeyHoBuha — Koju OH ce, YKOJIMKO je TO Makap camo JCIUMHYHO M3BOAJEUBO
U TIOJUIOKHO Ae(UHHCAY, MOTa0 ONHCATH Kao ,,CABPEMEHH CPIICKH HOJUXUCTOP
MehyHapomHor yriena” — yKOJIHMKO ce MaKJbUBO yayOu y aHalu3y cajapikaja, mpoHa-
hu he y meMy cBy OHy CII0jJ€BUTOCT HAy4YHOT MPHCTYNA U CIOKEHOCT MOTHBA MO
KO0jOj je ayTop MO3HaT, IPU3HAT U 0COOEH.

Peujy, mojmuhe uuTanmar; BUIIENCNCHHUjCKH HAINOP YJIOXKEH Y MHHYIMO3HO
HAYYHO IMpOyYaBame (aHAJMTUYKO M CHHTETHYKO) YUTABUX OMONMOTEKa KOje ¢y Ha
MHOTHM je3ulMa HamucaHe (WM Koje Cy CBOjepyYHO HamWcallid) O MOJIMTUYKUM
ouorpacdujama mojeIMHUX JIUYHOCTH YBPIITEHUX Y KEHUTY; Mperno3Hahe Oorar, ene-
TaHTaH ¥ HAJaXHYT, alld YBEK CTPOTO HAYYHO yTeMeJbeH, (OKyCHpaH H Nperu3aH
CTHJ MUcama, rpaljen, m3meljy ocranor, Ha HajOOJHO] TPAIUIMjH TAKO3BAHOT Oeo-
rpazackor ctuna Beh nomenytor Ciobonana Josanosuha; npatuhe jacHy uaejy Koja
MMa 32 IUJb J1a TIPOOY AN palo3HAIOCT, MIPOIIMPH BUANKE, MTOAYYN ¥ HHTEIEKTYATHO
Y3IUTHE OHOTA KO j€ 332 TO CY0jeKTHBHO OTBOPEH M 00jJEKTHBHO CITOCO0AH. ..

Ha oBoM MecTy ce moceOHO TpeOa 3ayCTaBUTH M JIOAATHO OCBETIIMTH jSIHY
KpyLHjalHy 0coOMHY ayTopa, MPEeTOueHy W yOoONMUYeHY Tako Ja ce pediexTyje u3
CBaKOT IOTJIaBJba. Paay ce 3ampaBo 0 0JUIMIM KOja My je MOX/Ia M TTIOHAjBHIIE UMa-
HEHTHA M y CBAaKOM IIOTJIEy My CIIy’KH Ha YacT — Jap, Xapu3Ma u Oorara mpakca
yrialjeHor, eJOKBEHTHOT, HEHaMETJbUBOT aiu (WM MOXJaa Oall 3aTo) Beoma Ipo-
JOPHOT ¥ YYMHKOBUTOT TIPOCBETHTEJbA, KPHCTAJIM30BaH Yy CBaKOM HETOBOM
Hay9IHOM pajy, YHUBEP3UTETCKOM Tpe/laBamy, Ia U 'y HajHe0OaBe3HUjEM pa3roBOPY
Ha Hajpa3INIuTHje TEME.
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VY KOHKPETHOM CJIy4ajy, MPOCBETUTEIHCKU MOTEHIIMjall OBE KEbHUIC OUYHIIICIaH
je Ha BUIIEC paBHU — Y4YU HAC KJbYYHUM OApC€AHHIIaMa MOJUTHYKE MUCIU HAIIHUX
3HAMEHUTHX CYHApPOJHUKA, IPOIINPYje XOPU30HTE Y TIO3HABAKY HAIIMOHAIHE HCTO-
pHje HOBOT BEKa, a HCTOBPEMEHO HaJlaXmyje Halll MaTPUOTH3aM MPUMEPUMa U3 JKH-
BOTa OHUX KOjH Cy Y MHOTO YE€MY FJIM YaK y CBeMy OwiIM O00JbU OJ1 Hac, pyxkajyhu
CHakaH MOTHB 3a JTUYHO yCaBpIIaBame U JYXOBHO y3pactame. Takohe, n mehy ca-
MUM ,,JYHAIIUMa”” KEBHUTEe Cy OPOJHH IPOCBETUTEIbH, Y YIKEM U IITUPEM CMUCITY, IOy T
JoBana Pajuha, [locureja O6panosuha, Byka Kapanwmha, Iletpa JIpyror IlerpoBuha
Wberoma, Jopana Cxepnuha, JoBana l{sujuha, Huxone Tece n apyrux.

Ty cuMOn03y MPOCBETUTEIbCKE JIENATHOCTH Ha TIOJbY MOJIMTHYKE MHUCIIH, CTa-
BJbCHE y KOHTEKCT 00pOe 3a HallMOHAIIHE UHTEepece, Kojy U caMm npod. ap CumeyHo-
BUll CBEMIOYH CBOjUM IENOKYIMHUM HAYYHHM H JAPYIITBEHHUM DPaaOM, CIMKOBHUTO
MIPUKa3yjy HEroBa, NaXJbUBO OMpaHUM M jaCHUM pednMa, W3HeTa 3amaxama o Jlo-
curejy Obpanosuhy, jemHoM on Hajehux cumbola U acolyjanyja y CpIicKoj jaBHO-
CTH Ha T0jaM MPOCBETUTEILCTBA: ,,Pa3B0j JlocHTEjeBEe MOMTUTHYKH MUCIH CE OJIBHja0
MOCTENEHO U MOXE ce, IIOCMATPaHO ca UCTPAKUBAYKE PABHU, MOJICIUTH y Oap JBe
¢ase. IIpBy, K0ja je BpeMe HETOBE MJIAJOCTH U Ca3peBarba Kaja je O MOJUTHIIH MEC-
JIMO U MHCA0 YCIYT, TOKOM CBOjUX IyTOBamha, MaXxOM Yy KOHTEKCTY Oenexema CBOj-
CTaBa pa3IMYUTUX HApPOJAa W 3eMalba, a TUME 0ap MapIUjaHO U FHbHUXOBUX MOJIH-
TUYKUX CHUCTEMa, U TaJl je jeJMHa MOJUTHYKA H7eja KOjy je JeTa/bHO OO0JIMKOBAaO U
pasBHujao Omiia oHa o mpocBeheHOM Brnamapy u Biagamy. Kao mpyry ¢asy moxxemo
O3HAYUTH TIEPUOJ] 3aMOYCT OHJAA Kaja Cce y 3peJIUM TOIWHAMAa TMOYeO MPAKTHIHO
0aBUTH TOJIUTHKOM, MPBO MpHUIpeMajyhul CBOjuM, TIOJUTHYIKKA CBE BHUIIE yTIOTPEO-
JeuBHjUM TIoykama CpOe BaH AycTpoyrapcke 3a €BEeHTYalIHU KUBOT Y HOBOM Iapc-
TBY, @ IOTOM KOpHUCTEhM CPIICKMM yCTaHMIMMa WCIIPBa Kao HUXOB JUILIOMATa, a
OHJAa W Kao 03aKO-EHH IPOCBETHTEJh HAjBUIIET paHra. Ta ¢aza, Kojy ciao00maHO
MOXKEMO Ha3BaTH nepuonoM JlocurejeBe MOMUTHYKE Mpakce, OMIia je U3BOPUILTE U
HEKUX Jpyradyujux, Hako CBEYKYITHO y3€B, H lajbe Y OMTH eMaHIMIIaTOPCKUX Hc]a.
Jox y npBoj ¢a3u [Jocurej camo Texu ociaobohermy Hapola o] He3Hama U MOep-
HU3AIHjU JPYIITBA YOIIITE, Y JAPYTrOj jACHO TEKH M MOTIYHOM MOJHTHYKOM OCIIO-
Oohemy Hapozma ol MOPOOJHEHOCTH KA0 MPETIOCTaBIM H3TPaImhe MOAEPHOT MOJIH-
THYKoT ypehema y ocnobohenoj Cpouju. ok y npBoj muIIe o MOITUTHIKHM I10jaBa-
Ma YOmIITe, y Ipyroj ¢ha3w meropa MOJUTHIKA MHUCA0 je TIOTITyHO Tmoapehena Hamu-
OHATHOM 33JIaTKy ociio0ohema 1 yjenumbema”.

Tekct o Jocutejy O0panosuhy je, yjeaHo (M He CIydajHO), U jelaH Of Hajo-
OMMHUjUX, Y3 IPUJIOTE O IPYTUM CBOjEBPCHUM CPIICKMM MPOCBETUTEJbUMA H HOCHO-
[[UMa BPEIHUX HAMOHAIHUX TCKOBHUHA Y Pa3IMYUTUM 00JIacTHMa, Kao 1mTo cy Bra-
numup Josanosuh — [IpBu cpricku Teopermuap audepanmszMa (u otary CinobomaHa
JoBanoBuha), Jopan Puctuh — Hajeehn cprcku numnomara, Ceero3zap Mapkosuh —
Commjanucra cBerckor (opMara u, MITO je MOceOHO 3aHMMIBMBO, XycewH I 'pa-
nmarnraesuh (koju je ,,01o modap MycCIIMMaH, aJid je¢ O] Olla ¥ HapoJia Hay4Ho U JIHjeTIe
cpricke obuuaje”). HTepecanTHO je MPUMETUTH Ja Cy, ca Ipyre CTpaHe, y3 Majioo-
pOjHE U3y3€eTKe, MOTJaBba O OHUM JIMYHOCTUMA uHje ce Onorpaduje Be3yjy mpeBac-
XOJIHO 3a paTHa BPEMEHa W aKTUBHO ydemrhe y ThM forahajuMa 3HadajHO Kpaha, Te
ce He MOXKEMO OTETH YTHCKY Jia je ayTop W Ha Taj Ha4YMH, y OJMEpaBambe y)KHHE
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TEKCTOBA, YTUCHYO CBOj CIeUU(UYHH NPOCBETHTEJLCKH Ieyart, najyhu yBek mpen-
HOCT CHa3H M apryMEHTUMa IIepa, a He Maya.

Ono mTo Takohe Tpeba mcrahm M MOXBAIUTH je 1a Cy, YBeK Boaehu padyna
Hajupe o cymrTuny, npod. np CuMeyHoBUh U HBETOBH CapaJHUIIA M OBOTA MyTa Iy-
JKHY MKy MOCBETHIIH U (POPMH, TE je Kao pe3yTaT TOra CBETJIOCT JaHa yrieaano
JEIHO O HajyKyCHHjEe ONMPEeMJBEHUX W HajMapKaHTHHjHX AocTurHyha momahe m3ma-
BayKe JIENIATHOCTU Yy TPOTEKIMX HEKOJIMKO T'OAHMHA, IITO CaMmo JONPHHOCH Ja ce
YUTAIAYKH Ay TUTOPHjYM JIOJIaTHO 3aHMHTEPECYje 3a Hera.

Kao mto cmo Beh 3akspyumin, McTopuja cpricke MOIMTHYKE MUCITH: HOBU BEK
Ha roce0aH HauyMH 3a0KpYyKyje MOCANallibM IIMPOK U PAa3HOBPCAH OIyC ayTopa,
0TBapajyhin MCTOBpEMEHO HOBO TOTJIABJbE Y HETOBOM HaydHOM paay. Ocum Tora,
oTBapa U mocedaH MpocTop y KOMe ce, Creu)UIHIM MPUCTYIIOM y TyMauewy ca-
IpKaja OBE IO CBEMY IOCEOHE KIUIe, MHOTO TOTa MOKE 3aKJbYYHTH U O IIOJIH-
THYKO] MHCIIM caMoT ayTopa. TakBa aHanmm3a OM, HEMa CyMIbe, 3aXTeBaia H pe3yJ-
TOBaJIa MOCCOHUM HAyYHUM PaJiOM, IITO CBakako Hehe OUTH Ha OJMET, HAPOUHUTO
YKOJIMKO ce y3Me y 003up aa he, mro je caga Beh cacBuM u3BecHO, y HeKkoj Oynyhoj
,,YICTOpHjH CPIICKE TIOTUTHYKE MHUCITH, Koja he 00yxBaTuUTH npyry monoBuHy 20. 1
NpBY MOJIOBHHY 21. BeKa, jelaH of ,,MenajboHa” Moparu OWTH mocseheH 0BOM 00-
JMKY TEOPETCKOT M NMPAKTUYHOT JienoBama npod. ap lparana CumeyHnoBuha, Boje-
hu ce MHOTUM KpUTEpHjyMHUMa KOjU TOME Uy Yy IIPHIIOT, a Of Kojux hemo oBae Hao-
pojaTH caMo TPH — CTaTyC jeAHOT O]l HajyTriIeqHHjuX mpodecopa DakynarTera MoIu-
THYKUX Hayka YHuBep3uTera y beorpany y neneHujama koje cy u3a Hac, HHOBATOp,
3aYETHUK U YTEeMEJbHUTEJb HEKUX O] HajBKHHJUX CTYAMjCKUX Iporpama npu Pekro-
paTry oBOT YHHBEP3HUTETa, T€ OCHUBAY M OJ OCHHUBAbA SPiritus movens Tako BaKHE U
ocobeHe BUCOKOOOpa3oBHE WHCTUTYLHUjE Kao INTO je AKaJeMuja 3a HalHOHAITHY
6e36e1HOCT.
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Dragan Simeunovi¢, The History of Serbian Political
Thought: a New Century, Pravoslavna re¢, Novi Sad, 2019.

Since antiquity, starting with the ancient Greek historian and biographer
Mestrius Plutarchus as the ancestor, and his timeless work “Comparative Biog-
raphies”, different thinkers, scientists and spiritual seekers have been striving to
leave to their kindred and posterity, but also to the world in the broadest sense of
the word, through pictorial examples, selected by different, almost always,
clever criteria and inscribed in the biographies of famous people, from past and
modern times, a legacy message and a lesson about the achievements, legacy and
merits of these people for the days that have passed, and especially for those yet
to come.

The Serbian reading public is delighted every time when books of this
kind come from the skilful pen of our most eminent intellectuals, because,
among other reasons, such events, truth to be told, are quite seldom in our coun-
try. This can be illustrated by the fact that, after the unsurpassed works of Slobo-
dan Jovanovi¢, we had to wait for several decades for the standout quality of the
“gems” of Dragoljub Jovanovi¢, who (what a symbolism!) after defending two
doctoral dissertation on the same day at the Sorbonne, became an assistant pro-
fessor at the Faculty of Law, University of Belgrade, at the invitation of Slobo-
dan Jovanovi¢, himself.

Although significantly different by content and conception, but by scien-
tific achievement and, we will allow ourselves the freedom to conclude, in terms
of importance to the Serbian people in the homeland and abroad, the next one in
this essentially important series, stands the capital work and the crown jewel in
the preceding bibliography of prof. Ph.D. Dragan Simeunovi¢ “The History of
Serbian Political Thought: a New Century”, which (another moment filled with
strong symbolism), ends with the chapter entitled “Dragoljub Jovanovi¢ - Agrar-
ian socialism (is) not possible?”.
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Those are the kind of political biographies or, more precisely, the anato-
mies of political thoughts of thirty-seven prominent figures who differ consid-
erably in their origin, profession and vocation, personal destiny, deeds and na-
tional memory, and about whom the author himself points out: “all of them,
seemingly unrelated, scattered by the time and the diversity of their endeavors,
were and have remained forever firmly bound by invisible but unbreakable
threads of freedom without which no nation, not also the Serbian nation, can live
and prosper”.

A very good and accurate evaluation and a concise description of this
praiseworthy work was given by the blessed late Serbian Patriarch, His Holiness
Irinej (Gavrilovi¢), who in his introduction to this book remarks: “Professor
Ph.D. Simeunovi¢ began his studious research with a description of short-lived,
but admirable attempts to restore Serbian independence in the 16th and 17th
centuries, and ended it by shedding the light on the social and political situation
before the Second World War, mentioning over a thousand names of individuals
whose works were important for the realization of Serbian national and church
ideals. He paid great attention to the prominent figures of the 18th and 19th cen-
turies, as well as to those who stood out at the beginning of the 20th century.
That was the time, when Serbs, tied by their unity, proverbially denied as their
national feature, and by their national energy, with the great help of numerous
church fathers, some of whom deservedly occupy entire chapters in this book,
and led by wise and brave compatriots, all together lived and died for the great
idea of liberation and unification”.

The founders of modern Serbian dynasties, politicians, diplomats, scien-
tists, writers, journalists, soldiers and dreamers, all of them exceptional and
never trivially “ordinary”, chosen and gathered through the knowledgeable cohe-
sive work of the author, in his own peculiar and original way, have found their
place in this voluminous book, in terms of the importance and the size. Namely,
everyone who has had the privilege of meeting the outstanding personality and
scientific work of prof. Ph.D. Simeunovi¢ - who, if something like that is, at
least partially, possible to be defined, could be described as “a contemporary
Serbian polyhistor of international reputation” - and everyone who delves care-
fully into the analysis of this book, will find in it all the layers of scientific ap-
proach and complexity of motives for which the author is known, recognized and
distinctive.

In short, the reader will comprehend the decades-long effort invested in
the meticulous scientific study (analytical and synthetical) of the entire libraries,
written in many languages about the political biographies of personages (or
which were written by themselves) included in this book; will recognize a rich,
elegant and inspired, but always strictly scientifically based, focused and precise
style of writing, built, among other things, on the best tradition of the so-called
Belgrade style of the already mentioned Slobodan Jovanovi¢; will follow a clear
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idea that aims to arouse curiosity, broaden horizons, teach and intellectually ele-
vate those who are subjectively open to, and objectively capable of...

At this point, one should stop and shed additional light on one crucial fea-
ture of the author, interpreted and shaped in such a way that it radiates from
every chapter of the book. This is perhaps his most immanent quality that does
him honor in every way - the gift, charisma and rich practice of a polished, elo-
quent, unobtrusive but (or maybe just because of that) very vigorous and effec-
tive educator, is crystallized in each of his scientific works, university lectures,
and even in the most informal conversation with him on various topics.

In this particular case, the Enlightenment potential of this book is obvious
on several levels - it teaches us the key determinants of political thought of our
notable compatriots, broaden the horizon of knowledge of the national history of
the new century, and at the same time, inspires our patriotism with the examples
from the lives of those who were better than we are in almost everything or even
in everything completely, providing strong motivation for personal development
and spiritual growth. Also, among the “heroes” of this book are the numerous
educators, in a narrower and broader sense, such as Jovan Raji¢, Dositej Obra-
dovi¢, Vuk Karadzi¢, Petar Drugi Petrovi¢ Njegos, Jovan Skerli¢, Jovan Cvijié,
Nikola Tesla and others.

This symbiosis of the Enlightenment activity in the field of political
thought, placed in the context of the struggle for national interests, which prof.
Ph.D. Simeunovi¢, himself presents in his entire scientific and social work also,
is vividly shown in his carefully chosen and clear words about Dositej Obrado-
vi¢, one of the greatest symbols and associations in the Serbian public at the no-
tion of The Age of Enlightenment: “The development of Dositej's political
thought took place gradually and could be, from the research point of view, di-
vided into, at least, two phases. The first one is the period of his youth and
maturation when he contemplated and wrote about politics along the way, during
his journeys, mostly in the context of writing about the characteristics of differ-
ent nations and countries, and in this way, at least partially, about their political
systems. At that time the only political idea that he shaped and developed in de-
tail, was that of an Enlightenment ruler and a rule. As the second phase, we can
mark the period that began when, in his mature years, he started to engage prac-
tically in politics, firstly, by preparing with his politically increasingly useful
lessons the Serbs outside Austria-Hungary for a possible life in the new empire,
and after that, by serving to Serbian insurgents, at first, as their diplomat and
later on, as a legitimate Enlightenment educator of the highest rank. This phase,
which we could easily call the period of Dositej's political practice, was the
source of some other, different, although still essentially emancipatory ideas.
While in the first phase, Dositej strives only for the liberation of the people from
the ignorance and for the modernization of society in general, in the second
phase he clearly strives for the complete political liberation of the people from
enslavement as a precondition for building a modern political system in the lib-
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erated Serbia. While in the first phase, he writes about political phenomena in
general, in the second phase his political thought is completely subordinated to
the national task of liberation and unification”.

The text about Dositej Obradovi¢ is, at the same time (and not acciden-
tally), one of the most extensive among the chapters about other distinctive Ser-
bian educators and bearers of important national heritage values in various
fields, such as Vladimir Jovanovi¢ - the first Serbian theorist of liberalism (and
father of Slobodan Jovanovi¢), Jovan Risti¢ - the greatest Serbian diplomat, Sve-
tozar Markovi¢ - a socialist of the world rank and, which is especially interest-
ing, Husein Gradascevi¢ (who “was a good Muslim, but who also learned beauti-
ful Serbian customs from his father and the people”). It is interesting to note that,
on the other hand, with a few exceptions, the chapters about those personalities
whose biographies are primarily related to wartime periods and active participa-
tion in such kind of events are significantly shorter, and we cannot escape the
impression that the author, by measuring the length of the texts, imprinted his
specific Enlightenment seal, always giving preference to the strength and argu-
ments of the pen, rather than the sword.

What should also be pointed out and praised is the fact that, always taking
into account the essence first, prof. Ph.D. Simeunovi¢ and his associates, this
time again, paid due attention to the form of the book, and as a result, one of
the most nicely designed and the most striking accomplishment of domestic
publishing in the past few years, saw the light of the day, that further arouses
interest of the reading public in this book.

As we have already concluded, “The History of Serbian Political Thought:
the New Century” in a specific way rounds off the author's wide and diverse
opus so far, and at the same time opens a new chapter of his scientific work.
Apart from that, it opens a special space in which, by taking a particular ap-
proach in interpreting the content of this remarkable book, much can be con-
cluded about the political thought of the author himself. This kind of analysis
would, no doubt, require and result in a special academic work, which would
certainly not come amiss, especially if we take into account that, which is al-
ready quite certain, in some future “The History of Serbian Political Thought”
of the second half of the 20th and the first half of the 21st century, one of “the
gems” should be written about theoretical and practical engagement of professor.
Ph.D. Dragan Simeunovi¢, based on many criteria, that support this, of which we
will enlist just three - his position as one of the most distinguished professors at
the Faculty of Political Science, University of Belgrade in the decades behind us,
innovator and founder who established some of the most important study pro-
grammes at the Rectorate of the University of Belgrade, and also the founder and
the spiritus movens of such an important and special higher educational institu-
tion as the Academy for National Security since its beginning.
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