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CaBpeMeHu Mel)yHaApOIHHM OTHOCH M IeONOJIUTHKA.
Cpemcku Kapaosuu: Kaupoc, 415. cTp.

W3yuaBame penaTHBHO MIIAJNX HAYYHHX JUCIUIUIMHA Y KOPIYCY IIOJIH-
TUYKHX HayKa TMPEJCTaBlba BEIMKU HM3a30B UCTpakuBauuma. HemocraTak HaydHO
YTEMEJBCHOT Ca3Hama, ca jeJHEe CTpaHe, MOXKe OXpaOpUTH ayTope Ha HOBAa Hay4Ha
nmocturayha, ajau UCTO TaKO UM MOXKE MOCTaBUTH 3Ha4YajHa OrpaHUYCHa, Koja JeMO-
TUBUINY HOBE WCTPAKUBAUKE HAmope. YNpaBo Ty APYry U TEXKY CTPaHy Melasbe
KapaKTepHIlle OJCYCTBO 3a0KPYXKEHOT (poHIA 3Hama, HAa YHjUM YBHIUMA ayTOpU
Tpeba Ja MOCTaBJbajy TeMeJbe TPAaHAMO3HUX aKaJeMCKux yunHaka. CBeCHU UCTpa-
JKHUBAYKOT KOIIIMapa y KOjH Ce MOTY VIYCTHTH, ayTopu Kmbure ,,CaBpeMeHU
Mel)yHapoIHH OJHOCH W TEOIOJINTHKA", YCIIEBajy Aa MpeBa3ul)y TOMEHYTH TEOPH]-
CKU U MeToojomIKy ja3. Jleao Jbyouie JlecioroBuha u Bawe [numivHa noynBa Ha
MIPUHIIUITY aKaJIeMCKe CKPOMHOCTH, Koja cyiehu 1o caapKUHU KEUTe, IPeBa3uiIa3u
npar JCCKPUNITHUBHE aMOUIHje U OJIUIIC U3Y3ETHO BEIMKAM OPHUTHHATHUM HAYYHHUM
JIOTIPUHOCOM y 00JTACTH MOJUTUYKHX HayKa U Mel)yHapOoJHUX OJIHOCA.

VY yBOZHOM jeny, ayTOpH AETabHO 00pasiiaKy 3alllTO Cy CE ONMpPEeAeNIMIIN 3a
cuatarmy CMO (caBpemenu MehjyHapoaHu ogHocH), HaBogehu 1a oHa y ceOu o0je-
MUbyje BHUIIE OMTHHX IMMEH3HMja OHOTa ITO HCTpaxyje u aeduuumie. Caapxkaj
KIbUT'€ je KOHLUIMPAH Yy JBa [eJla, IpU YeMy ce IIPBH A€0 OJHOCH Ha XPOHOJIOLIKO
npoydyaBame caBpeMeHHX MelyHapomuux onHoca. IIpatehm macramak CMO xao
Hay4YHe JWCUUIUIMHE, ayTOopu YHHE KpaTak OCBPT Ha HCTOPHjCKH DPa3Boj
MmehyHaponHux ogHoca. Mako je TOM NPUIMKOM HarjalleHO Ja MCTPaKUBamkEe MMa
OJUTMKE Hay4YHE JICCKPHIILIUje, Hala3! JIO KOjUX ayTOpH 10Jla3e MOTY UMATH €KCILIH-
KaTHUBHY AMMEH3HM]y. Y3 IPUMEPEHO HaBOhemhe pelieBaHTHUX U3BOPA, KIHUra OOHITY-
j€ HH30M O0jamImkemha 0 TOME Kako M 3aIlITo je JIOILIO 0 Kpaja eBporicke HaaMohwu.
Kpax eBporncke CyrnmepuopHOCTH Ce TIPUITHCYje IUBUIIH3AIN]|CKO] 00ECTH €BPOIICKHIX
HapoJa, Yija BU3Mja CBETCKOT MOPETKa je ToYrBaia Ha HMIICpHjaliu3My, Kao U arpe-
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CHBHOM MHCHOHAPCHY, M3Pa3UTO MPHUCYTHOM HA IPHOM KOHTHHEHTY. CHHTE30M
TCOMOJUTHYKAX YMHUIIAIA, ayTOPH YCIIEBajy Nia MpoHal)y ajTepHaTHBaH MPHUCTYII
EBPOIOIICHTPUYHOM HM3y4aBamy MelhyHapoaHuX ojHoca. OpUTHHATHOCT Jieia Ipou-
3WMJIa3M U3 CKICKTHYHOT MPUCTYIa NMpoyvaBamy MehyHapoaHux oxHoca, Oyayhu na
OHO HE TI0YHBa MCKJBYYHBO Ha MPETIIOCTABKaMa YCTAJhbeHUX TEOPHjCKUX MapaurMH,
MOMYT peaju3Ma, Tudepain3Ma U APYyTUX CPOJHUX KOHIenara. AyTopy HE MPOIyIIl-
Tajy JAa HCTaKkHy BaXXHOCT JOKTpHHA Koje cy oOenexwuie onpelheHe erame
Mel)yHaponHux omHOca, Te ce Tako Mel)y mHMa HaBoje JOKTPHHA O OTPaHUYEHOM
CYBEPEHUTETY, JOKTPHHA IOMHHA, TOKTPUHA CTOKEPHHUX JIP)KaBa, JOKTPUHA OJIMET-
HUYKHUX Jp’KaBa U CJl1. AyTOPH Yy OBOM TOIJIaBJby HaKOH Kpaher MOJIMTUKOJIOIIKOT
YBOJIA /1ajy YaK W BIACTUTO ojpelerme mpakce 3aBepe, Koja ce MOXKe CBPCTATH y Ka-
TEropujy JOKTPUHA U TO y OOJMKY KOHCIHMPOJOTHjEe W KPHUITOMOIUTHKE. Emuter
,,3aBEPCHUYKE " TIPaKce ce Orjie/la y HaUMHYy CIpOBOheHma, Koja ce OJBHja KpO3 WH-
CTUTYIMOHATHN OKBUD TPABHOT U MOJUTHYKOT CUCTEMA JPIKaBe, YaK U Kaja je Iie-
JIOKYITHA aKTHBHOCT TUIAHUPaka W JOHOIICHA OJIyKa OWiIa U3BaH WJIH MHMO Hhera
(ctp.79). Ha ocHOBY IpeTX0JHO ONMUCAHUX TOIJIaBJba U3BPIICHA j& TUIIOJOTH]a Jp-
JKaBa Ha CyINepcuiie, BeJIUKe U peruoHanne cuie. Hamame ce yTBphyje kiacuduka-
[Mja MOhH, ca OCBPTOM Ha HCHY JMCIICP3Ujy ¥ TPAH3HIIU]Y HA HEAPKABHE akTepe y
r100aIM3alijCKUM TpoIiecuMa. Y TOM KOHTEKCTY ayTOpH HarjaiiaBajy MeKy Moh
kao mametHy Moh, Hactojehun na ocBetTiie TaMHe Kopugope MohH, areHTe Off yTHUIlaja
W acleKTe MOAPHUBAYKHUX jAeiaTHocTH. CTora, He3ao0uIa3aH Jeo CTPATerHje U TaK-
THKE yIoTpede MmaMeTHe MOhH jecy MpEXHO JIPYINTBO, MPEKHO PaTOBame U cajoep
MPOCTOP, O YeMy ayTOpH MOCEOHO THIITY.

JIpyrH 1eo KmbHre MOMake YHTAOIMMa Jla carjieiajy TEOPUjCKU MOTEHIIMjall
TeONOJIUTUYKE MHUCIIH Y TIpOoydaBamy caBpeMeHUX MmeljyHapoauux onxHoca. Hasene-
HO je oa moceOHOr 3Haudaja, Oymyhw nma je TeomoJUTHKAa KJbYyd 3a pPa3yMeBarmbe
MehyHaponHux omHoca. Hamymirame, ma 4ak W OcliopaBambe €BPOMOLEHTPUYIHUX
apryMeHara y mpoydaBamy caBpeMeHHX Mel)yHapoJHHX OJHOca, MpOoBejaBa JUJbEM
[EJIOT cafipKaja, Tla TaKo U Y APYTOM JIENTy ayTOPH OCTa]y AOCIETHH anTepHATHBHUM
npuctynumMa. VcTpaXuBadKo MOJbE TEOTOINTHKE OMBa 3a0KPYKEHO IPUMEHOM TEO-
PHjCKHX T€OMOJIMTHYKUX YUeHa Ha KOHKPETHE CTyIHWje Ciydaja, Koje ce oraenajy y
KOMIUIEKCHOCTH aMEPHUYKO-HPAHCKUX OIHOCA, Y3pOIMMa W EMWIOTY CUPUjCKOT
KOH(IINKTA, Ka0 U Mporecy OamkaHU3aIlje KOju 3all0uuibe ca N3BohemeM opyKaHe
arpecuje Ha CP JyrocmaBujy. Aytopu moceOHO morjaB/be mHocBehyjy Teomnosu-
THYKOM Tos0kajy CpOuje u CpIcKHuxX 3eMasba, aHanu3upajyhu aktyenne gorahaje u
MporHo3upajyhu MoTeHIMjalHe WCXOAe aKTHBHUX mporeca. Kmura ,,CaBpemeHH
Mel)yHapoIHU OTHOCH W TeONOJHTHKA UCITYHhaBa CBE TCOPHjCKE W METOJOJIOIIKE
CTaHAapAe 3a KBanu(uKalHjy jeIHOT HAYy4YHOT Jejia, ald MCTO TaKo IOCTaBjba U
HOBE CTaHAap/ie CPIICKOj aKaJeMCKO] 3ajeTHUIIN. Y TOM KOHTEKCTY TpeOa HarlacuTH
Jla je ped o MpBOj HaAyIHO] MOHOTpadHju Koja objenumyje caBpeMeHe Mel)yHapoaHe
OJTHOCE ¥ TEOIOJIMTHKY, Ka0 JIBE HEOJBOjUBE HaydHe oOnacTH. YIOCHHUYKH MUCAH
pykoruc Jbyoume [lecmoropuha u Bame [nmummHa, yjenHo mpencTtaBiba MUTKO
MITUBO 3a YHTAOIIC IIHpEr ayauTopujyma, TuMe monacehajyhm cBe nmpyre wiaHoBe
akajeMcke npodecuje Ha BaKHOCT JAPYIITBEHHX IUJbEBa W BHIIET HAIMOHAIHOT
JOTIPUHOCA.
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CONTEMPORARY INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS AND
GEOPOLITICS

Book review: LjubiSa Despotovié¢, Vanja GliSin. 2021.
Contemporary International Relations and Geopolitics.
Sremski Karlovci: Kairos, pp. 415.

The study of relatively young scientific disciplines in the corpus of politi-
cal sciences presents a great challenge to researchers. The lack of scientifically
based knowledge on the one hand can encourage authors to make new scientific
achievements, but it can also place significant limitations on their work, which
negatively affects on new research efforts. The other and more difficult side of
the coin that is characterized by the absence of a complete “body of knowledge”,
based on the insights of which the authors should build the foundations of gran-
diose academic performance. Aware of the so called “research nightmare” they
may engage in, the authors of the book "Contemporary International Relations
and Geopolitics" manage to overcome the diagnosed theoretical and methodo-
logical gap. This remarkable study of LjubiSa Despotovi¢ and Vanja GliSin is
based on the principle of academic modesty, which, according to the content of
the book, exceeds the threshold of descriptive ambition and offers original scien-
tific contribution in the field of political science and international relations.

In the introductory part, the authors explain in detail why they opted for
the phrase SMO (contemporary international relations), stating that it combines
several important dimensions of what it explores and defines. The content of the
book is conceived in two parts, with the first part referring to the chronological
study of contemporary international relations. Following the emergence of CIR
as a scientific discipline, the authors make a brief review of the historical devel-
opment of international relations. Although it was emphasized that the research
has the characteristics of a scientific description, the findings of the authors can
have an explicative dimension. With appropriate citation of relevant sources, the
book abounds in a series of explanations of how and why European supremacy
came to an end. The collapse of European superiority is attributed to the civiliza-
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tional obesity of European nations, whose vision of the world order was based
on imperialism, as well as aggressive missionary work, which was clearly pre-
sented on the black continent. By synthesizing geopolitical variables, the authors
manage to find an alternative approach to the Eurocentric study of international
relations. The originality of the work stems from an eclectic approach to the
study of international relations, since it is not based solely on the assumptions of
mainstream theoretical paradigms, such as realism, liberalism and other related
concepts. The authors do not fail to emphasize the importance of the doctrines
that marked certain stages of international relations. Thus, among them are the
doctrine of limited sovereignty, the doctrine of dominoes, the doctrine of central
states, the doctrine of failed states and etc. The authors in this chapter, after a
brief political introduction, even give their own definition of the practice of con-
spiracy, which can be classified in the category of doctrines in the form of con-
spiracy and cryptopolitics. The atribute of “conspiracy” practice is reflected in
the manner of implementation, which takes place through the institutional
framework of the legal and political system of the state, even when the entire
activity of planning and decision-making was outside or outside it (79 pages).
Based on the previously described chapters, a typology of states into superpow-
ers, big and regional powers was performed. Furthermore, the classification of
power is determined, with reference to its dispersion and transition to non-state
actors in globalization processes. In this context, the authors emphasize soft
power as smart power, seeking to illuminate dark corridors of power, agents of
influence, and aspects of subversive activities. Therefore, an unavoidable part of
the strategy and tactics of using smart power are network society, network war-
fare and cyberspace, about which the authors write separately.

The second part of the book helps readers to reveal the theoretical, and
also explicative potential of geopolitical thought in the study of contemporary
international relations. The abandonment, and even the challenge of Eurocentric
arguments in the study of contemporary international relations, permeates the
entire content, and so in the second part the authors remain consistent with alter-
native approaches. The research field of geopolitics is completed by applying
theoretical geopolitical theories to specific case studies, which are reflected in
the complexity of US-Iranian relations, the causes and epilogue of the Syrian
conflict, as well as the Balkanization process that begins with armed aggression
against FR Yugoslavia. The authors dedicate a special chapter to the geopolitical
position of Serbia and Serbian countries, analyzing current events and forecast-
ing the potential outcomes of active processes. To conclude, the book “Contem-
porary International Relations and Geopolitics” meets all theoretical and meth-
odological standards for the qualification of a scientific work, but also sets new
standards for the Serbian academic community. This remarkable study of Lju-
bisa Despotovi¢ and Vanja Glisin is also a receptive for readers of a wider audi-
ence, thus reminding all other members of the academic profession on the impor-
tance of social goals and higher national contribution.
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