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abstract. Modern urban, economic development and general technological progress to undreamed 
levels, together with the application of new technologies, have enabled better life quality and better 
work conditions for a man. However, on the other hand, these activities have dramatically affected 
the harmony between man and nature, with which humans, as all other living beings from the begin-
ning of time, have close and unbreakable bonds. the most powerful military forces, using modern 
technology, degrade the human environment and downplay human lives, as well as the fundamental 
values of civilisation with their inappropriate actions. In this paper, the authors have analysed the 
exact parameters of uranium and dioxin consequences of bombing of Yugoslavia in 1999 and pointed 
out the need to respect international conventions which prohibit illegal actions aimed at endangering 
ecosystem and human health globally.
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aIMs aND bacKgrouND

the bombing of the Federal republic of Yugoslavia, by Nato alliance, which be-
gan on 24 March 1999 and lasted for 78 days continuously, with great casualties and 
drastic destruction of the country, has inflicted enormous and immeasurable damage 
to the ecosystem, which was considered as one of the cleanest in the europe. the 
future health of the population was threatened, with unforeseeable consequences 
for the health of progeny1 as well as disturbances of ecosystem balance2.

the brutal attack of the most powerful military alliance in the world, led by 
the usa, was not only a blow to the territorial integrity and sovereignty of an 
independent state, but also an act of great humiliation of the united Nations and 
the security council as the highest authorities for the preservation of peace and 
security in the world. the Nato alliance has performed in Yugoslavia, as many 
analysts say, an in vivo experiment to examine the devastating effects of its weapons 
and their impact on the health condition of people during and after the bombing. 



 
481

Among other things, a special chemical and radiological war was definitely fought 
against Yugoslavia, which had, among other things, the destruction of people and 
their goods as its purpose. It is known that ammunition containing depleted ura-
nium has a lasting impact on the population even after the cessation of hostilities, 
because the half-life of nuclides (radioactive products of combustion of depleted 
uranium) in the field is 4 billion years. Hence, this ammunition is prohibited by 
the resolution of subcommittee on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of 
Minorities at the uN commission on Human rights of 1996 and 1997 (ref. 3).

one must know that the Nato forces have, by bombing Yugoslavia, violated 
the following international conventions, protocols and resolutions:

– convention on the effect on the environment issued in 1977 (ref. 4);
– convention on the Protection of World Heritage of 1982 (ref. 5);
– the stockholm Declaration on environment of 1972 (ref. 6);
– additional Protocol No 1 of the geneva convention in the Field of Protec-

tion of Victims of International Armed Conflicts of 1949 (Ref. 7);
– convention on the Prohibition of the use of certain ordnance8;
– the Vienna convention on the Protection of the ozone layer9;
– the Montreal Protocol on substances that Deplete the ozone (1987 with 

changes 1997)10;
– resolution of the subcommittee on Prevention of Discrimination and Pro-

tection of Minorities of the uN commission on Human rights11.
the alleged reasons for the bombing of Yugoslavia can not be considered 

by any means ‘human’ or for the purpose of the alleged ‘rescue’ of the albanian 
population. In fact, had it been so, there would not have been such obviously furi-
ous bombing using depleted uranium on the territory of Kosovo populated mostly 
by albanians, and the areas of bujanovac and Podujevo, also populated by a large 
number of albanian population. this simply raises suspicion, whether it is an at-
tempt of systematic destruction of future generations of the albanian population, 
whose growth rate is among the highest in the world. Disastrous consequences 
of such a plan (if there has ever been any) are already visible: a large number of 
albanian population is suffering from cancer, and the offsprings born with large 
deformities. one of four women in Kosovo is forced to perform an abortion, because 
of suspected foetal deformity, which has been unprecedented so far.

compared to the period of 10 years ago in serbia, an increase of malignant 
diseases has been registered, as well as a higher percentage of children who are 
born with congenital anomalies. It is difficult to prove whether it is a consequence 
of the effects of depleted uranium because there are no delicate and precise devices 
that can detect very small doses of radiation, or to determine the type of radioactive 
radiation: alpha, gamma or beta.

the republic of serbia, before the bombing, had had areas falling under pure 
habitats, with unpolluted nature and clean and unpolluted sources of water. In time 
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of war actions of Nato alliance, the environmental image in serbia has changed 
dramatically for the worse. biodiversity in serbia during the war was directly and 
indirectly exposed to multiple adverse physical radiological and chemical effects. 
the population structure of species (plants, rare birds, wild forest animals) was 
disturbed by direct war effects. biodiversity as a phenomenon involving a variety 
of ecological interactions being established in a long-term evolution between 
different organic species and forming the basis of the existence of complexity, 
stability and functionality, of each individual ecosystem and the survival of the 
future and evolution of each organic species, including homo sapiens. the effects 
of war on ecosystem biodiversity of serbia have made tremendous damage, the 
consequences of which will long be manifested in the entire living world on the 
territory of the republic of serbia.

results aND DIscussIoN 

Pollution of the environment and its protection are several-decades-old problem of 
mankind. the facts that the environment is threatened almost to an alarming edge, 
that there is no healthy environment anymore, and that a once disturbed ecological 
balance can hardly be balanced and reverted to its original state are lately coming 
more and more into the focus12.

Depleted uranium13 is different in chemical-toxic properties from natural ura-
nium. uranium is one of the important elements to monitor in order to protect the 
environment from its deleterious influence. As an element it is a toxic heavy metal, 
although reported intoxications are extremely rare14. there are 3 types of u – 234, 
235 and 238. the latter is used in nuclear reactors to produce nuclear bombs. For 
this purpose, it is enriched with two other radioactive isotopes that are extracted 
from uranium mineral which, after it is devoid of these 2 components, becomes u 
238 in 99.8%, i.e. Du. a mineral that is 2 times less radioactive than the original. 
In this benign but not ‘naive’ form it is used because of its strength (density, i.e. 
high specific weight), because it is twice as heavy as lead, in the manufacture of 
golf clubs, as ballast for airplanes, the keels of ships, for armoured tanks and to 
increase the penetration of missiles. 

When missiles with depleted uranium explode in contact with target, they 
create a temperature of 3400°c breaking even through the toughest armour. the 
Du itself creates a temperature close to 3000oc at combustion, and with a small 
admixture of plutonium it creates additional 400oc. after breaking through a 
barrier the bullet turns into tiny particles, which burn in contact with air, causing 
short-term or long-term character damage to those who breathe them. Whether 
the damage in contaminated persons will be short-term or long-term, depends on 
the form of uranium oxide that the person came in contact with14. 
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there are 2 forms of uranium oxide. one that is in gas form and it can be 
excreted from the body through sweating and urination. the other form in ‘ce-
ramic state’ can be physically sustained in a tissue long term, and that means that 
the person who came in contact with this form of uranium oxide has a permanent 
source of radiation in its own organism, with all the consequences that this radia-
tion causes15.

uranium does not belong to oligo-element, it is not an integral part of a human 
cell. Du has alpha-emission effect and high penetrating power. Its effect creates 
ion pairs that destroy all membranes including the genetic material that is later 
transferred to the offspring. It causes, in addition to malign, many other diseases. 
It possesses toxicity that causes toxic effects on all the most vital organs of a man. 
1 mg of Du administered into the organism is enough to stop the functioning of 
kidneys, while 50 mg cause more radiation than the maximum dose allowable only 
for workers who work in nuclear power plants. technically, when the radiation 
penetrates the body, it takes only a tenth of trillionth part of a second to grab an 
electron from a man. then the electron, since it is negatively charged, leaves the 
positively charged atom performing the so-called ionisation. after that, the electron 
and the atom, since they have become unstable, produce chain chemical-physical 
reactions, causing changes in the molecules and genetic heritage of cell, which 
from that point can improve the development of cancer16.

In the experience of Muslims, albanians, serbs and croats from bosnia and 
Herzegovina, a phenomenon called ‘american rain’ was born. Namely, the people 
who came into contact with Du complained of chronic fatigue, headaches, exces-
sive sweating and breathing difficulties shortly after contact, and these difficulties, 
according to irradiated citizens, amplify during rainy days. What is particularly 
concerning is the fact that Du is more dangerous than uranium because it oxidises, 
it is soluble in water and the contaminated zones supposed to be decontaminated 
immediately, before Du reaches aquifers in the ground17.

the worst conditions in humans occur as a result of mutagenic, teratogenic 
and carcinogenic effects of Du, which produces clusters of radiation on chromatin 
in the nucleus. the increase of incidence of malignant diseases occurs 2 to 5 years 
after the first internal contamination with food and water. It is estimated that the 
usa alone has at least 500 000 t of depleted uranium and radioactive waste. 

uranium 238 emits alpha-particles and gamma-rays. because of the high 
density, it is used to create the core of the antitank missiles. the us army has 
developed munitions with depleted uranium for the 25 mm gun (85 g of uranium), 
30 mm aircraft gun (272 g of uranium) and 105 and 120 mm tank guns (2.2 to 
4.9 kg of uranium). upon the impact of uranium missiles in solid barrier, a high 
temperature is created and uranium oxide burns around 10% of uranium, and 70% 
transforms into the state of aerosol. the majority of aerosol particles of uranium 
is about 5 µm (ref. 7). these particles contaminate the surrounding environment, 
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they can be inserted into the body through inhalation or food, and depending on 
weather conditions, they can be disseminated over long distances (up to 40 km). 
uranium oxides are partially soluble in water and can contaminate underground 
waters and get into the food chain of humans.

the certainty of the use of depleted uranium ammunition in Nato bombing 
of Yugoslavia in 1999 was never questioned. The first official statement on the 
possible use of depleted uranium ammunition was given by the us Department 
of Defence on 3rd May 1999, limiting it to 30 mm shells for antitank gun of the 
aircraft a-10. on February 2000, before the anniversary of the bombing com-
mencement, in response to the letter from United Nations Secretary General Kofi 
Annan, Secretary General of NATO George Robertson confirmed the use of am-
munition with ‘harmless’ depleted uranium, also only in the combat operations of 
us aircrafts a-10. according to that notice, during about hundred combat mis-
sions a total of 31 000 shells with depleted uranium were fired. As the sub-calibre 
bullet (‘punch’, penetrator) of a 30 mm shell is made of around 300 g of depleted 
uranium, it means that about 9 t of depleted uranium were fired on the territory of 
Kosovo and Metohija and several locations in serbia and Montenegro during the 
78 days of the ‘campaign’. that is the bottom line and so far the only confession 
that the ammunition with depleted uranium had been used. local experts, working 
on measurements of radiation of contaminated areas in southern serbia, who had 
access to information about Nato sites targeted from the a-10 aircrafts, were not 
satisfied with their accuracy. According to some of them, the coordinate system 
is not unique, in some cases targeted sites were located, in others – the aircraft 
position during combat operations. the latter case, especially if it is without data 
on the direction of the flights and shots fired, further complicates detection of 
ammunition spread out because it can in theory be found in the area of 10 km in 
diameter when shot from an altitude of 5000 m (ref. 18). 

that tragic year of 1999, during the 78-day bombing, 2000 civilians and 1002 
soldiers were killed. 36.219 flights of military aircrafts were performed. NATO 
aircrafts flew at altitudes between 10 and 15 km from where the ozone layer is. 
the result of their actions is surely the damaging of ozone layer above the bal-
kans. However, it should be noted that the depletion of ozone layer has a seasonal 
character tied to specific latitudes and certain time of the year. Therefore, it must 
be noted that the ozone depletion could not survive in our latitudes in the long run 
but has certainly contributed to the global expansion of the ozone hole.

a total of 113 sites were hit with the depleted uranium in the former Federal 
republic of Yugoslavia, most of them on the territory of Kosovo and Metohija. 
according to the calculations of Dr. Vladimir ajdacic, 13 000 t of depleted uranium 
were thrown on the Federal republic of Yugoslavia. the americans have admitted 
‘sowing’ only 11 000 t of this by-product of u 235 which is used as fuel in nuclear 
power plants. according to the data from Nato, from 5 to 11 september 1995, 
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their planes fired 5800 missiles with depleted uranium in the vicinity of Han Pije-
sak and Hadzici in bosnia and Herzegovina. the consequences of the bombing of 
serbian lands include not only tons of depleted uranium, but also tons of harmful 
and carcinogenic chemical materials that were spread out and burned due to the 
bombing consequences. Hazardous pyralene from substations, mercury, various 
dioxins, burned kerosene, halons – these are all direct consequences of bombing 
that inflict a much more serious damage to a man and his environment, than what 
has been recognised so far19.

fig. 1. Sites identified as being targeted by ordnance containing depleted uranium during the 1999 
Kosovo conflict

During the uNeP mission of experts in 2000 in Kosovo and Metohija, an 
environmental risk was estimated on 11 sites. according to the warnings of experts 
from the Institute ‘Dr Dragomir Karajovic’, the findings of UNEP report tried 
to record mitigated hazard and reduce to some already recognised but harmless 
parameters. Namely, only this report, and never to be mentioned again, states 
there was plutonium found in some of the Du endangered samples. the story of 
plutonium is so dangerous that it is never-ending, both in the explanation and in 
consequences.



 
486

In May 1999, the united Nations have entirely hidden a shocking report from 
the public, from the Senegalese Bakary Kante, head of the first UNEP mission 
(united Nations environment Programme) on the environmental consequences 
of the bombing of the Federal republic of Yugoslavia. this text of the uN was 
never published, but its parts leaked in public thanks to the interlocutor of ‘Vesti’, 
an american independent journalist robert Parsons, a reporter from international 
institutions in geneva. He managed to get the Kante report from his source in uNeP 
and published its parts on June 17, 1999 in geneva daily paper ‘le courrier’ titled 
‘Hidden alarming report on the consequences of the bombing of Yugoslavia: the 
poison the uN does not want to see’. Kante said: ‘During the use (of explosion) 
of weapons with depleted uranium, an uranium oxide is produced (u308 and uo2) 
and, among other things, very reactive gases radium and radon. oxide particles 
are between 0.5 and 5 microns wide and the wind can blow them to a distance of 
several hundred kilometres. since the north-west winds usually blow in the region 
of Yugoslavia, it means that pollution goes from Yugoslavia to Hungary, germany, 
croatia and bosnia, or to albania, the former Yugoslav republic of Macedonia 
and greece.’ the author of the prohibited text warns: ‘radiological and chemical 
contamination ‘does not make a difference’ between military personnel who use 
these missiles, the objectives, territories, innocent civilians, media, groups who 
are there to provide various types of aid, nor does this contamination stops on 
country tollgates, nor is it limited in time. the half-life of depleted uranium is 4.5 
billion of years.’20

the consequences of the 1999 bombing can cause: disorder of the central 
nervous system; increase in malignant diseases (cancer of lungs, thyroid, ovary 
and digestive tract) and leukaemia; psychological problems; digestive problems; 
disorders of the natural balance of the environment; climate disruption in confined 
spaces and in a limited extent; destruction of flora and fauna; destruction of the 
ozone layer; pollution of air, land, water and underground waters; genetic disorders; 
increase of fertility in both sexes.

causing aggression against our country and intentionally causing an environ-
mental disaster, Nato has threatened the area with sources of unpolluted water 
(serbia is the territory with the greatest number of medicinal mineral springs in 
europe) and healthy food, thus directly affecting the area around the entire balkans 
and europe.

large amount of released carbon dioxide and carbon in the atmosphere causes 
local warming effect, disorder of microclimate of the region and increase of the 
greenhouse effect. Released nitrogen oxides during the bombing, under the influ-
ence of uV-rays react with oxygen to form ozone which acts in the lower layers of 
the atmosphere as a strong oxidising agent. the reaction is catalysed by the presence 
of nitrogen oxides which form, with atmospheric moisture, the clouds of acid rains. 
they are a big problem, not only in our territory; more and more forests are dying 
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because of them all over the europe. after the bombing, acid clouds covered our 
country and dropped acid rains on our, but also on the territories of europe which 
change the quality of the soil. Due to the devastating consequences of the bombing 
and thousands and thousands of fly-overs of aircrafts during the bombing actions, 
the ozone layer over Europe was alarmingly thinned. The beneficial ozone in the 
stratosphere disappears (at 12 000 m, exactly on the altitude of Nato aircraft 
flights), but at the same time the concentration of harmful ozone in the lower parts 
of the atmosphere increases, as a direct result of pollution of various gases created 
by combustion and explosion. the ozone is created when the sunlight affects certain 
oxides and at high electrical discharges in the atmosphere. It is beneficial in small 
quantities, but is harmful in large quantities – corrosive and explosive. the whole 
Western europe reaps the fruits of its bombing actions on serbia, its population 
inhales high concentrations of harmful ozone, which was formed from what they 
had thrown on us, but they also become ill, although less than our nation who were 
enthusiastically thrown deadly and poisonous bomb load at. at the same time, 
in the upper layers of the atmosphere (stratosphere), the thickness of the ozone 
layer reduces due to the large consumption of oxygen during the flight of a large 
number of aircraft. During the 78-day aggression an average of 500 aircraft flew 
over the territory of Yugoslavia daily, making a total of 39 000 aircraft fly-overs 
at altitudes of the stratosphere, between 12 and 20 km (ref. 21). 

Nobody has conducted an extensive research on the combustion of kerosene 
and its impact on the environment. It is known that in some of the world airports 
there is a landing or take-off every 30 s, and it would be interesting to determine 
whether some environmental consequences occur in the vicinity of these airports. 
During the 78-day bombing, the Nato alliance aircrafts took-off 36 219 times 
and with 200 helicopter fly-overs they have spent together 367 million l of kero-
sene22. 

The environmental catastrophe was caused by fire of oil tanks in Pancevo, Novi 
sad, and cukarica in belgrade. oil burning releases various cyclic compounds, 
which are also very harmful, and under the influence of sunlight and other factors, 
dioxins are released, too, which are carcinogenic. After these fires, ‘biblical’ rains 
were falling on serbia, followed by unusual electrical discharges in the atmosphere, 
and hail of unusual size was falling as well, with very strange, sharp edges, that 
was hard to melt, which raised suspicion that some agent was used to influence the 
climate. of course, the halogen compounds, silver iodide and chloride were used 
so the skies over serbia would clear for better visibility. anyway, the rains that 
fell after these fires were sour, black, muddy, leaving greasy black residue full of 
soot and various acid toxic combustion products. the area of serbia belonged to 
pure habitats before the bombing, with unpolluted nature and clean and unpolluted 
water sources. During the war actions of the Nato alliance, the environmental 
image in serbia changed for the worse (ref. 23) (Figs 2 and 3). 
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fig. 2. seM/eDX spectra of 2 uranium-rich particles found in the Kosovo 4 soil samples

fig. 3. Size distribution of uranium-rich particles identified in the soil collected from the Kosovo 
war area

staying in Yugoslavia in May 1999 while the bombing was still ongoing, 
Kante witnessed an ecological disaster. ‘Serious damage was inflicted to the hu-
man environment by destroying oil refineries, oil-chemical complex, chemical 
and fertiliser plants, pharmaceutical and other industrial plants. already existing 
and potential consequences of the conflict are difficult for the human environ-
ment and affect mainly the serbian part of the Federal republic of Yugoslavia. In 
the balkans, both the population and the nature could be at risk. If the pollution 
crosses the Yugoslav border, it could hit other countries in the region. It may also 
complicate the tragic situation of refugees in some neighbouring countries’, he 
writes in the specified report which was never officially released. ‘Settlements 
are hit the hardest in Kosovo’, said bakary Kante. He concludes that ‘different 
types of targeted international assistance is needed’ so that the Federal republic 
of Yugoslavia could face the consequences the bombing has caused both to human 
environment and the population.
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Nature has its own mechanisms to defend against toxins. Plants are very 
picky, they do not accept uranium compounds from the ground; some toxic com-
pounds under the influence of moisture and sunlight decompose and eventually 
become harmless. but even the nature is not omnipotent. there are compounds 
that permanently remain in the soil and pollute it permanently. these are, pri-
marily, radionuclides, chlorinated polyphenols, pyralene, dioxins, heavy metal 
compounds, mercury, arsenic, lead, which penetrate to the underground waters 
and pollute them, as well as other organic compounds that are difficult to decom-
pose. Decontamination of the ground is a difficult, slow and expensive process. 
Possible reconstruction and decontamination will last for decades mainly due to 
enormous costs that would be too much even for the much richer countries than 
serbia. How big the costs are, is shown on the example of the usa where in 
louisiana 114 685 m3 of underground waters are polluted by carbon-hydrogens 
(hydrocarbons) and 157 000 t of land whose restoration to its natural state costs 
$ 110 million. ecological cleaning of airbase tokaj near budapest in neighbouring 
Hungary, requires $ 600 million. ecological restorations are a problem of the entire 
balkan region, and if this problem is not resolved quickly, interstate pollution will 
rule the whole area which will become hazardous for life.

uranium reaches human organism by breathing, food and water, even through 
the skin. the most vulnerable is the kidney. In it, 0.05–12% of ingested uranium 
are held. The most significant way to removing uranium from the organism is 
urination, but the traces of uranium can be detected in urine even 7 years after the 
introduction of depleted uranium particles into the organism24. 

the cytogenetic effects of radioactive and conventional pollutant as they are 
recorded in organisms of natural ecosystem and the apportionment of causes to 
each kind of pollutants is a relatively new field in radioecological research25. the 
increase of carcinogenic diseases in serbia and neighbouring countries, as well as 
information that has arrived from Italy on a large number of soldiers who have been 
diagnosed with cancer after their missions in Kosovo and in bosnia has re-actualised 
the issue of the impact of depleted uranium ammunition on human health. News 
that the Italian Defence Minister arturo Parisi told before the Inquiry committee 
of the Parliament in october that 255 Italian soldiers are ill-affected, and that 37 
died after staying in the areas where weapons with depleted uranium were used, 
has gone relatively unnoticed in serbia26. ‘leukaemia in children before the war 
numbered one in a thousand, and after the war saw a dramatic jump – one percent 
of examined children was diagnosed with leukaemia.’ 

Health centre in Kosovska Mitrovica followed the rise of cancer and acquired 
the data that cancer was diagnosed in 0.4% of the children examined in 1997 in 
paediatrics, and in 2005 there were 1.4%. In 1997, cancer was diagnosed in 2.6% 
of women examined in gynaecology. Previously, this disease was detected in 
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2.6% of the examined in the thorax department, and in 2005 it was detected in 
19% (ref. 27).

at the balkan symposium on tumours, that took place in 2005, a research of 
the Medical section of the saNu (serbian academy of sciences) was presented. 
the study ‘reproductive Health in serbia since 1989 till 2001’, consulted with 
statistics from almost all of our health centres, indicates a drastic drop in the 
number of childbirth, but also an increase in spontaneous abortions. according to 
the results of 30 health centres, which were processed according to the methodol-
ogy of the World Health organisation, it has been indicated that most of diseases 
increase just after 1999. as noted at the symposium, the number of pre-malignant 
diseases, benign and malignant tumours has increased. For example, the number 
of benign tumours of the uterus ovaries increased from 26 to 496, and the tumour 
on the cervix to 176. spontaneous abortions and premature miscarriages have in-
creased multiple times. the number of deaths in premature infants has increased 
from 50 to 357, and the number of deaths of malformed children from 121 to 610. 
In serbia, until 1999 it had been registered about 18 000 new cases of cancer, and 
that number has already reached 25 000 of new patients in 2004 and about 27 000 
in 2011 (ref. 28) (Fig. 4). Number of deads according to sex in central serbia was 
alarming and  for example in 1990 about 6000 men and 4000 women died, but in 
2011 mortality was encreased by 50% (Fig. 5). 

fig. 4. Number of new incidents of cancer in central serbia
Legend: unfilled triangles: total; white triangles: women; squares: men (Institute for Health Care of 
serbia ‘Dr Milan Jovanovic-batut’, cancer register 2011)

In serbia, and especially in its southern part, in Montenegro, in border areas 
of bosnia and Herzegovina, in Kosovo and Metohija and albania, a large increase 
of patients suffering from respiratory cancer has been recorded (according to the 
statistics of health institutions of these areas). Du ammunition has contaminated 
the human environment and will change the genetic structure of the population 
that was affected by this ammunition for hundreds of years. 
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fig. 5. Number of deads according to sex in central serbia
Legend: unfilled triangles: total; white triangles: women; squares: men (Institute for Health Care of 
serbia ‘Dr Milan Jovanovic-batut’, cancer register 2011)

coNclusIoNs

based on the conducted research, we conclude that the consequences of uranium 
and dioxin bombing of the Federal republic of Yugoslavia in 1999 and their in-
fluence on the ecosystem and human health have been catastrophic. Biodiversity 
in serbia during the war actions was directly and indirectly exposed to multiple 
adverse physical effects of radiological and chemical nature. an extensive and 
continuous destruction of terrestrial and aquatic habitats was conducted. among 
other parts of serbia, its national parks and protected natural sites were targeted. 
species, parts of population and habitat components were massively destroyed in 
them. rare bird species were endangered, because the bombing occurred at the time 
of their hatching. Forest communities were endangered by forest fires caused by 
the bombing, since in places like these, complex species disappear and make room 
for simpler, more basic forms. biodiversity as a phenomenon involves a variety of 
ecological interactions being established in a long-term evolution between differ-
ent organic species and forming the basis of the existence of complexity, stability 
and functionality, of each individual ecosystem and the survival of the future and 
evolution of each organic species, including homo sapiens.

 In this context, one must draw the attention of the international community 
to general environmental hazards and the protection of population. It is necessary 
to require complete and objective information of all participants of the bombing 
about the actions performed, as well as about the researches dedicated to conse-
quences caused by their military operations in direct and indirect ways, and the 
need to respect international conventions that prohibit unlawful activities directed 
towards endangering the ecosystem and human health globally.
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