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Abstract: nations, the national Community and national identities, as modern
phenomena, arise andbuildduringthesocialchangesofmodernsociety, notonly
as individual and group identities, but also as a modern national collectivities and
also as a collective identities. Members of a nation have distinctive features and
a personal sense of belonging. in this sense, national identity is the awareness of
belonging to a national group that includes the existence of shared beliefs, values
andgoals. it is thecaseofconstantchange, particularly in Europewhereprocesses
of integration and globalization is very dominant. EU membership brings many
privileges and advantages, and disadvantages. one of them is the loss of national
identity andtheacquisitionofjoint— Europeanidentity. Thequestionof European
identity is a basic question of social identity that is linked to the European Union.
Thequestionof Europeanidentityisabasicquestionofsocialidentitythatislinked
to the European Union. Today, European states new identity is born from the
"vertical conflict", rather than "horizontal relationships" with other nations. The
new European identity will not separate Europe from the rest of the world.
Although the question of democratic legitimacy of the EU caused a number of
discussionsbasedonthecriticismthattheconstantintegrationofmoreandmore

authority transferred from the EU member states to EU, it is not ignored the
democratization of the Union. The Lisbon Treaty provides the chapter with the
title "Provisions on democratic principles," and Art. The tenth explains that the
EU is based on representative democracy. Lisbon Treaty is still made significant
progress in eliminating the most criticized democratic deficit of the EU.
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Introduction

one of the major current issues in the accession process to the EU countries is
the status of national identity in relation to the European. it follows a number of
different concerns and institutional issues that are certainly unavoidable issue states
that have not met the requirements for full membership. The issue of potential threat
to national identities of the Member States in the EU dominates in integration
process and globalization.

Many authors believe that the national identity is important for the survival and
prosperity of the state and the nation as a common representation of the citizens of
their country and its values connects them into one body.*

Accession to the European Union implies harmonization of national legislation
with European democratic standards. Certainly, the question of importance of
European identity, its meaning and implications is also a very interesting area of
discussion.

it can be said that the question of European identity, in fact, is the basic question
of social identity, which is linked to a new, growing, but not too defined entity that
makes Europe. However, how to define a European identity? one of the basic
definitions would be easy: European identity would be the feeling of belonging to
Europe coupled with beliefs, values, customs, and attitudes that describe this group
as a geographical and culturalterm.®

From the very beginning, European integration is intended as a complementary
projectofunitingcountriesandnationsinthe Unitednations(Un). in institutional sense,
the base of the European Union are set by establishing the European Coal and Steel
1950th year. ideas in the establishment were based on the unification of European
countries on economic principles, while peace and safeness were the main motives for
the establishment of Community. Since then, Europe continuously for more than sixty
years achieves the economic, political and security integration. opening the perspective
of full membership in the EU in many states has proven to be the most important
assumption of a stable political and economic development. At the same time, as seen
from a European perspective, the expansion of the European Union’s most important
contribution to the creation of a zone of stability, security and the protection of human
rights in Europe. in terms of globalization, it is clear that the process of globalization was
inevitable and unstoppable, and that also includes various forms of integration. The
challenge of defining national identity, European identity, and mutual determination of
these two categories are very current in the modern conditions of life and work, and

4Bozo Skoko: ,,Country as a brand — management of national identity”, Matica Croatia, Zagreb, 2009,
page. 21

5 Bojan Janicic, Vladimir Mihic i Jelena Sakotic — Kurbalija: ,Relation between European and national
identity and rigidity as characteristic of the personality”, Psihology, Vol. 38 (4), pp. 461-472, 2005, pp.
461-462.
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subject to consideration of the scientific community. These are very important and
sensitive issue, given that undergird the creation of a supranational identity in such a
waythatthecitizensofall Member Statesofthe European Unionunderstandthisprocess
and the necessity to be justified as a step towards prosperity and progress. For these
reasons, theabove-mentionedissues, particularly mutualdeterminationofnationaland
European identities are subject discussed in this scientific work. European identity could
be viewed from another aspect, which is certainly an indispensable element in the
evaluation of various aspects of the contemporary category. Specifically, a European
identity and inherit its core values means having an active approach to the protection of
human rights.

About identity

The modern era has certainly fostered a man who also works in a variety of
venues of identity, where rules mobile and changeable hierarchy. Each of these
separate identities represents a certain modes for the socialization through which it
acquires the ability to communicate and interact in the community.

We should distinguish between two types of identities that arise in the process
of personal identification. The first type exist when you have horizontal (”side”)
identification, where multiple identities can appear equal its social values. Second
type, occurs in individuals vertical identification and identities in a hierarchical
relationship of mutual dependence.

Withinsocietyandsocialrelationswithinaparticularenvironment, therearemultiple
social identities and also within certain modern national community, there are multiple
forms of identity (ethnic, linguistic, cultural, political, national, regional, religious, etc.)
which together can create unity national collective identity. The most general types of
ethnic and nationalidentity:

I. On the line of ethnic and / or national sentiments:

¢ on the line of various forms of patriotism and nationalism, on the line of ethnic and
national consciousness, sensations, desires, and knowledge in the process of ethnic
and national identification and / or construction, resulting in a certain environment:

¢ individual identities - ethnic and national identities that individuals, as individuals
willingly identifiedwithanethnicgrouporethniccommunityornation, withinwhich
they live and accept its values, its legal and political system, and expressed loyalty to
it, etc.;

* groupidentities - ethnicand/ ornational identities that someethnicgroupsorelites
willingly identified with an ethnic group or nation, within which he lives and accept
its values, traditions, rules, organization, etc..;
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e collective identities — ethnic and / or national identities which certain collective
(group of people, the elite, ethnic group or people in general) willingly identified
with a particular ethnic group or nation, within which he lives and wants tolive
and therefore accepts its fundamental values and the whole organization;

» collective identity — on this line, when more / less overall population identifies
with an ethnic group or nation, to construct ethnic groups (ethnic communities)
or national collectivity (nation). ® on the bases of ethnic and national sentiments
to build and develop (1) All forms of ethnic and national consciousness, (2) all
forms of patriotism and nationalism, and (3) different ideas about the nation and
the national community.

in this case, the nation is experiencing and is in line with the idea of the nation,
raising, as well asethnic and national sentiments.

Il In the line of reality:

¢ Within a national community, the political community or nation-state, where the
nation’s dominant ethnic groups resultsin:

e social identities - in many areas within the national community in their mutual
dependence: for example, linguistic, cultural, political, national, religious, class,
national, regional, party, individual, collective, etc.

¢ ethnic identity - in two lines: first, any specific ethnic group or ethnic group as a
collective, and, second, that ethnic identity is a particular man or ethnic

groups identified with that particular ethnic / human community;

e national identities - the two lines: first, the identity of the nation as a community (as
a national collectivity) and, second, the national identity of that individual man, an
ethnic group, and some people identify with the nation.

We are talking about specific communities of people / ethnicity (and ethnic
communities and sub-ethnicities within a political community) which are in reality a
long time in the building as collectivities in a territory and within certain values.®

There are many theories on how to approach the study of phenomena identities.
Besides all the differences between these theories, all boil down to two approaches:
first, that investigated the human subjective elements (human consciousness and a
particular sense, myths, ideologies and symbols associated with the people, nation and
nationalism) and, second, in which they do not neglect the emotional factors, but keeps
them is very difficult if not impossible to explore in the distant past, and, above all, strive
to explore these phenomena and structures that are in reality, outside of the world of
humanconsciousnessandsubjectivity, influencingandaffectingtheprocessofformation

6See more: Petar Koruni¢: “nation and national identity”, Usp. Zgodovinski magazine 57, Ljubljana
2003, page. 9-10.
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and reproduction and transformation of ethnic / human community: area of language,
culture, economy, political system, schooling and education, social relationships,
interactions, etc.. in the first case, the foundation of every nation is required in the area
of human subjectivity and emotion: the national consciousness, feeling special, various
nationalisms, spirituality, ideologies, myths, traditions, etc. ancestral cult. However, there
are major problems in the study of all these elements: First, because human emotion,
and the national consciousness, we cannot come to life in the distant past and a critical
study, i.e. not subject to direct observation, and secondly, it is often all that base
(consciousness and feelings related to the nation) viewed through a different ideology,
which is in press articles and programming texts, which are secondary sources for
exploring the phenomenon of ethnicity and identity. in addition, the present approach
is that the myth of the nation dence and a sense of national consciousness and related
to the nation. Therefore, this model is not reliable enough to be able to critically explore
this phenomenon. in the second case, we start from the view that in any particular
example, each nation and / or in any country, it must first of all examine and thoroughly
familiarize forming process, reproduction and transformation of ethnic communities:
fromtheoriginalandinitialcoreethos(family, genusandtribalgroups), throughcomplex
communityethos(Alliancetribes, nationsorconstructionbroadest/ humancommunity
and its life) to the most complex community ethos (incremental construction of the
modern nation as a comprehensive national community and nation-state or nation-
state). Theyarealsorequiredtobeinthisareaofresearchandintroducepluralisticworld
inconstantevolution: linguistic, andreligiousandethnicandpoliticalandsocialandsocial
andeachother, i.e. theidentityofthe“first” and“second” andsoon. Wecouldtherefore
conclude that in all epochs of human history and in any space on earth, where there are
conditions for life, is the community of people / ethnic group (at some level of their
development), and if and how all of it in this case sources allow, we can and must (if it is
ascience) tomonitortwoprocessesinmutualdependence:(a) theprocessofformation,
and the reproduction and transformation of ethnic communities, the ethnic group,
gender and tribal groups, nations and the international community to the nation and
the national community, and (b) a process of self-identification of people with the
communitiesinwhichtheyliveandworkand/ ortheirawarenessofthesecommunities
and their feelings towards those communities and against the “other,” and that the
identity of the first (or the identity of “their” ethnic group) and the second identity
(identity of other ethnic groups, other people), etc.”

Closer determinants of national and European identity

Highest, and. themostcomprehensiveandmostcomplexformofcollectiveidentity
in modern times is the national identity. its function is “rooting” the modern individual

7ibid, pp. 4-5.
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in the newly formed community (nation), finding emotional content and cultural
framework for political action and existential comfort in a world that is cancelled or
radically transformed the traditional forms of sociality, and metaphysically based ways
of organizing personal and collective existence.®

The fight over territory and influence (wars) and development of the state
(bureaucracy, the army) and the collective experience of the community (historical
memories, myths, symbols), are the fundamental conditions of creation of national
identity. They are joined Highlights modern economics and politics as well as
industrialization anddemocracy. All ofthemtogether, dependingonthespecifichistorical
circumstances, create a national identity that the so-called. Externally there is a task to
determine and ensure the social, economic and political space in which members of a
nation exist. Related to ,,internal” feature of national identity is concerned, they are
reflected in the socialization process of the individual citizen, or a citizen of the nation
concerned, which further implies cooperation of opposing social classes, and their
acceptance of common values and traditions, and unique collective self-definition.’

nation and national community and national identities, as contemporary
phenomena, they are modern phenomena. Arise and build, during the process of
social change and of long duration, in the modern era and modern society, not only
as individual and group identities, but also as modern national collectivities and as
the collective identities. This is the period when European nations, within modern
society (and of civilization), achieve relative progress in all areas of life, creating a
new national values and searching for multiple social identities, which arise in the
process of construction. it is a process of constant social and national change, but
also the social, ethnic and national contrary, which is not yet completed.°

Currently, the national identities are the subject of constant change. Especially in
Europe, the processes of integration and globalization require a new orientation of the
nationandthestate. newidentitiesof Europeancountriesarebornnotoutof“horizontal
relationship” with the identities of other nations, but the “vertical conflict” with identity
“higher order” (i.e.pan-European).

Based on the foregoing, we conclude that it is worth to indicate the following
features of national identity:

1. Historic land / homeland: the notion that the nation territorially bounded
entity, and requires their own homeland;

2. Common myths and historical memories;

8Vladimir Cvetkovic: “national identity and re(construction) of the institution in the Serbia (ideology,
education, media)“, Philosophy and Society XiX-XX, UDK 172.15:316.3.334.3, p. 52.

°ibid, page. 53.
O petar Korunié: “nation and national identity”, op. cit., page 3.
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3. The common mass, public culture: members of a nation have a common mass
culture and the common myths and historicalmemories;

4. Common legal rights and duties for all members of the nation under the
common law system;

5. Common economy with territorial mobility of the nation: a nation under a
common system of division of labour andproduction.!

on the other hand, we have the notion of a European identity. “European identity
is significantly different from the national because it lacks the deep-rooted history and
tradition of producing distinctive sense of loyalty to national identity. European identity
is composed of diverse philosophical and historical and cultural elements, which are
based on the historical roots and is constantly supplemented with new elements” 22 it is
anidentitythatlikeothercollectiveidentitiestriestoproduceunityindiversity. Thevalues
of this identity are often expressed through a series of its objectives and principles, such
as peace, prosperity, democracy, freedom, equality, justice, human rights, intercultural
dialogue.® European identity is actually a sense of belonging (European) community of
states, with the interweaving of all the components that make up the national identity
of the MemberStates.

European culture (and civilization) has existed for a long. The positive thing is
that European identity encompasses the economic sphere, which is the driving force
of the European (and global) integration and globalization. Economic integration (if
it is sufficiently advanced) takes both political and military integration. Therefore, it
appears that the four spheres determine the identity of Europe: economic, political,
military and cultural. one might even say that the last mentioned is the “backbone”
of European identity. The term “culture” has many elements. To determine what the
feeling of European identity will not be affected, it is necessary to distinguish the
cultural elements that distinguish the Europeans and to share them in the future.
There is no doubt that is the hallmark of Europe’s cultural diversity and traditional.
Therefore, it is questionable whether European integration aims of this difference
equation. The integration will generally be the most important element in the
unification of European countries. But, in some cases, the new features will probably
attributable to differences.*

11 Sandra Radenovic: ” national identity, ethnicity (critical) memory culture, “Philosophy and Society,
3/2006, page. 221-237, UDK: 316.35:316.7, page. 224.

12 5aima Jusufovié.: “European identity: the identity of the building”, http://www.ussud.org/index.
php?option=com_content&view=article&id=237:evropski-identitet-identitet-u-izgradnji-&catid=
41:pisana-rije&itemid=61, (downloaded: 01.11. 2010).

13 Masa Alijevi¢:” national identity in the European Union”, Magazine of the Law Faculty of the University
Zenica, page. 147-158, page. 154.

4 Marian Golka: ” Civilization, Europe, Globalization”, Poznan, 1999, pp. 153-158.
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Mutual determination of national
and European identity

issues of mutual determination and interdependence of national and European
identity necessarily be imposed in a number of considerations, the scientific
community.

is European identity separate phenomenon, which exists in the national or is the
result of merging different national identities as a candidate for them (not) replace? The
answer to this question is not simple, as it seems that both solutions are logical
conclusions. in the first case, it would mean that individuals with strong ethnic identity
might not have a European identity. The second solution is much simpler, because one
cansimultaneouslyhavedevelopednationalidentity, andthendevelopand EUassuming
thatboththeidentitiesareindependent. Theprocessofglobalizationandtheformation
ofthe European Unionareassociatedwiththeideaofindividualnationsandtheabolition
of national identity and the creation of entities with no economic, political or national
boundaries.”

As in the previous section of the way, members of a nation share certain
characteristics, distinctive features and a personal sense of belonging that make their
national identity. national identity is the awareness of belonging to a particular
national group that includes the existence of shared beliefs, values and goals.
Accession to the European Union for the nation state means a pass for accelerated
economic growth and a host of other privileges. Membership in the European Union
brings strengths and weaknesses in a same time. one of them is the loss of national
identity. European identity and national choking leads to the neglect. States no longer
have their identities but a common - Europe. The nation-state in the context ofthe
European Union has put in a new and different space. So the European Union
collapses the state border and trying to establish a European society, European
citizens and European identity, and on the other side of trying to reconcile the
diversity of national identities under one common name-Europeanidentity.

it can be concluded that the best metaphor for this phenomenon is related to
the world of construction - the Europeanization process can be thought of as the
construction of a common identity as Europeans, while Europe is our common home
construction in which all must participate, even if only built a small brick which will
cement the together with our neighbours in the great European retaining wall.
Europe is not a static structure with predetermined nature dictates its mode of
existence. on the contrary, it is a dynamic game that can change over time and adapt
to the requirements of thecitizens.

15 Zeljka Kamenov, Margareta Jeli¢, Aleksandra Hui¢, Mirjana Francesko i Vladimir Mihi¢: “Relation
between national and European identity and attitudes towards the European integration of citizens
of Zagreb and novi Sad “, Social Research, no 4-5, Zagreb 2006, page. 867-890.
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Europe is impossible to understand without the application logic elasticity of
identity —imagine it as a house of clay, which are all equally shape, repair and invest
in it in order to end the unification of its well-established base and thus guarantee
an survival.'®

it is clear that European integration does not mean liquidation of the nation or
the state, that is, the negation of the national ethos. Position that contradicts the
previous sentence is very unjustified. Although some functions of the state, or
become obsolete, or limited (in other words, take them global corporations or
supranational character of the organization), the country still remains the holder of
a number of functions (and so will be in the future). There are even ideas that
absolutely deny any waiver of the elements of national identity.

So, according to some opinions, the entry into the European Union “no country
has lost a bit of its own identity. Moreover, just the opposite occurred. increased
integration of the European continent, and cross-border cooperation programs such
as student exchange, countries were given the opportunity to make their rich cultural
heritage shared with friends with whom they share a continent.”*” And of course,
besides the confirmation of their national identity that occurs joining the European
Union, it is obvious that all citizens of member states of the European Union have
publicized their awareness of belonging to a family of European nations.

The development of a European identity would not be possible without major
changes in the national consciousness of Europeans. in a sense, one could determine
the importance of national identity is lost, mainly relating to the elements of awareness
regarding the autonomy and sovereignty of the state. it is understood that even though
the state voluntarily transferred some of its functions and powers to the EU institutions
or other supranational institutions, it does not cease to be a sovereign state, but only
waives certain executive powers belonging to sovereign states. The field of action of the
national government is tapered in the following areas: monetary policy, citizenship,
communications, andimmigration. ofcourse, thepartial lossofautonomyofthenation-
state is hardly acceptable. in addition, the “nation-state will remain dominant in
international relations, buttheyaresignificantlyweakenedbywhatisinparticularrelated
to the loss of sovereignty and power functions”.’® However, certain factors of economic
development partly explain such sacrifice autonomy.

This fact points to another important building block changes that are observed in
the national consciousness (as in the sense of national identity) of modern Europeans.

16 European identity in Montenegro, http://montenegro-europe.blogspot.com/2009/11/evropski-
identitet.html#!/2009/11/evropski-identitet.html (Accessed: 29.03.2012.).

7 national identity and the European Union: What to give up?, http://evrofederalist.wordpress.com/
kolumn/mythbusting/nacionalni-identitet-i-evropska-unija-cega-se-odreci/, 16. January 2012.
(downloaded: 21.03.2012.)

18 Abolade Adeniji, ,, The sovereignty of the nation state in the era of globalization: the theoretical

consideration, “Political thought, Vol. XLi, no 3, 2004, 132-142.
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Economicissues are far more important than politics. it is a happy coincidence, because
weknowthat“politicsdividesandtheeconomyunites”. in this context, it is obviousthat
withouttheintegrationfunctionoftheeconomy, Europe(includingthe West) wouldstill
be militarily and politically divided. Future changes in the national consciousness of the
peoples of Europe will certainly be in a strong correlation with the processes that shape
the European consciousness.”

in the context of all of the above, the European identity is still developing. in
any case, in its making, should take into account all the key components of national
identity that will eventually adapt and change according to the basic environment.

in this work, we cannot and do not give a brief look at the arrangement of the
democratic aspects of the relation of the Member States and the EU. Treaty of
Lisbon? predicts precisely such provisions.

The question of the democratic legitimacy of the EU caused a lot of discussion
based on the criticism that the constant integration of more and more power is
transferred from the member states of the EU, which is not accompanied by a
simultaneous democratization of the Union.

That is why the Lisbon Treaty, the EU Treaty entered into a separate section entitled
“Provisions on democratic principles”, and Art. 10. UEU explains that the EU is based on
representative democracy. in the EU, EU citizens are directly elected members of
Parliament and the Member States of their representatives in the European Council.
Control of representatives of the Member States UEU conceived as indirect control in
which the representatives of the Member States for their work to national parliaments
or their citizens. There is already possible to glimpse some of the most prominent
democratic deficit of the Union. Parliament is not representative of asingle “European
demos”, butthecontractscreatestighterunionbetweenthe“peoplesof Europe”(Art.1.
UEU). Peoples should elect their representatives on the basis of election campaign
dominated by national themes, without genuine European political parties and with a
very lowvoterturnout. Soelected Parliamentiscomposedofadisproportionatenumber
of representatives fromeachstate; there is a lackof legislative authority, andinsufficient
powers of control over the other bodies. The chapter on the democratic principles of
the EUCommissiondoesnotmentiondemocracyas“thegovernmentsofthe EU”, whose
head up to the Lisbon Treaty are not elected representatives of the people. The
procedures are maintained within certain organs are often closed to the public,
highlighting the lack of transparency of the work of the EU, most notably the Council.
The Treaty of Lisbon is still made significant progress in eliminating most criticized
democratic deficit of the EU. The most progress has been made in the institutional

19 Jan Such: ,national identity versus European identity”, Political thought, Vol. XXXVii, (2000.), no 4,
page. 83-88, original research papers; page. 85.

2 Treaty of Lisbon amending the Treaty on European Union and the Treaty establishing the European
Community, signed at Lisbon, 13 December 2007.
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framework, the introductionofcitizens’ initiatives, theestablishmentofalegallybinding
character of the Charter of fundamental rights of the EU, and significantly increased the
role of nationalparliaments.

Conclusion

national identity is important to the survival of the state, for a joint
representation of the citizens of their country; they are united, but the knowledge
of citizens about the existence of that diversity. Different identity actually contributes
to the strengthening of identity.

Globalization undermines the economic, political and cultural values of the
nation state, which destabilize the basis of national identity, which implies the
emergence of a number of concerns regarding the integrity of the national identity.
The encouraging fact is that identity is not static categories but varies depending on
a variety of social and historicalcircumstances.

Despite individuals who criticized the European identity, relying on different
arguments, a number of authors, is considered, and in fact is to be considered the most
important issues related to this type of identity. Specifically, it is about identity, but not
in thedescriptive, narrative, buttheprescriptive, meaningprescribed. Thequestionthat
arises, which are also the most important are: “in view of who we are, what is our past
andpresentworthkeeping? Whatarewewillingtodiscardandwhatwearesoattached
toitisbynomeanstodeprive? To whatextentmustshapethefutureofourexpectations,
rooted in the past and to what extent we are willing to surrender its shaping forces over
which we have no control, and which, in all probability, further away from the ideals of
our future. These issues, in different form, now are being discussed in Europe” .

At the end, we conclude that a sense of European identity cannot be a factor
that would separate Europe from the rest of the world. And it cannot be anyworld
economic globalization and the rapid development of global information systems
(including most global internet). it seems that the Economy and information Science
also contribute to the development of the fourth line of identity, universal identity.
in this context, national identity, there is a parallel with the EU, but as less important
and subordinate, and European integration is only one step away from global
integration and European identity line close to achieving globalidentity.
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